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REVIEW. 

“  A  Greek  find  English  Lexicon,  Sec.  By  John  Jones,  LL.D.  tec. 
“  Hy«p  Tuv  ^oyxv  xfiTiT  -reoWr/r  er‘  '3!«;a<r  t-Xsutkwv 
E'srr/Ei'vriu'y-.’  London,  102:3.  pp.  1063.  octavo. 

The  retail  price  of  this  Lexicon  in  the  American 
market,  is  ,^10  a  copy.  This  is  partly  owin;^  to 
the  high  duty  imposed  by  tlie  federal  government, 
on  books  imported  from  Groat  Britain.  Owing 
to  this  circumstance,  the  London  edition  cannot 
be  used  in  the  American  grammar  schools. 

We  do  not  regret  it ;  for  though  wo  should  be 
happy  to  see  the  treasures  of  the  Greek  Testa¬ 
ment  laid  open  to  the  godly  youth  who  have  never 
studied,  and  who  never  mean  to  study  the  Latin 
language,  yet  we  do  not  wish  this  to  be  done  by 
a  Unitarian  heretic,  as  this  lexicographer  is.  He 
has  published  expository  treatises  on  the  gospels 
in  which  he  unfolds  his  heresies.  It  may  be  said, 
what  has  this  to  do  with  a  mere  translation  of 
words  ?  We  reply,  much’-indeed.  Foi  the  here¬ 
tic  introduces  his  heresy  in  the  exposition  words. 
Take  for  an  example  the  following  words  :  “  Movj.- 
viv*)o-,  only  begotten,  one  of  wdibra  God  alone 
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is  the  Father.  John  i.  .15,”  (p.  1119.)  God  alone 
is  the  Father  of  Adam,  of  angels,  of  scriptural 
magistrates,  and  of  believers.  But  tlicy  are  no 
where  in  the  New  Testament  styled  only 

begotten  sons.  “  To  which  of  the  angels  said  he 
at  any  time,  thou  art  my  son,  this  day  have  I  be¬ 
gotten  thee  ?”  Heb.  i.  5.  This  might  have  been 
said,  were  angels  sons  of  God  in  the  same  sense 
in  which  the  uncreated  Xo7'oa-  of  John  I.  is  the  Son 
of  God.  As  Jones  interprets  the  word  fjL'.voyin.cr^ 
to  mean  no  higher  sonship  than  that  of  Adam 
and  angels,  sonship  by  creation, is  ])lain  he  in¬ 
tends  the  student  of  his  Lc.vicon  should  consider 
the  Word  or  Xo)o<r  of  John  F.  to  be  a  mere  man. 
We  might  illustrate  this  by  the  words  Xvrpcv,  ctmXvT^'n, 
&c.,  but  we  forbear  ;  having  exhibited 
enough  to  put  our  readers  on  their  guard  against 
the  Boston  edition  when,  under  high  patronage, 
(we  ought  to  say  low  patronage,)  it  makes  its  ap¬ 
pearance  in  our  market.  We  ought  to  say  with 
the  poet, 

“  Timeo  Donaos  ct  dona  fercntis 

or  rather  with  the  inspired  apostle  of  the  gentiles ; 
“  If  any  man  being  any  other  doctrine,  let  him  b( 
accursed”. 

REVIEW  OF  DONALDSON  ON  COMMON  MERCIES. 

[Concluded  from  page  113  J 

We  never  intended  to  follow  this  author  from 
page  to  page  regularly  through  his  pamphlet,  be¬ 
cause  it  was  too  fatiguing,  and  did  not  pay  for  the 
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drudgery.  Cut  here  and  there  we  shall  notice 
him  brielly.  It  struck  us  in  glancing  over  the 
work,  that  he  denied  temporal  things  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  or  to  belong  to  it 
lit  all.  On  examination  we  found .  we  were  cor¬ 
rect.  And  not  only  so,  but  that  there  was  even 
no  promise  of  earthly  blessings  in  the  everlasting 
covenant,  to  any  one  of  God’s  elect.  We  had 
persuaded  ourselves  that  it  had  been  otherwise 
ordered.  Cut  let  us  hear  what  he  says.  Men  are 
fond  of  novelty.  And,  reader,  if  jou  be  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  this  will  be  a  novelty  to  you.  Not  that  you 
will  admire  it,  for  I  know  you  will  be  startled,  and 
be  ready  to  ask,  “  how  shidl  I  pray  for  that  which 
God  has  never  promised  ?  for  out  of  his  holy 
covenant  I  know  no  promise — how  shall  I  ever 
again  ask  a  blessing  on  the  bread  1  eat  ?  or  ask 
mv  Redeemer  for  that  Avhich  is  not  in  all  that 
covenant  of  which  he  is  the  ble.ssed  Mediator  ?  1 
had  surely  thought  that  this  covenant  had  been 
ordered  in  all  things,  and  that  when  God  had  said, 
your  “  bread  shall  be  given,  and  your  waters  shall 
be  sure,”  he  meant  to  be  in  earnest.  But  now’  I 
.see  no  prospect  of  a  blessing  on  my  earthly  enjoy¬ 
ments.  Cursed,  I  know  they  were  by  the  fall  of 
Adam,  anrl  cursed  they  must  remain,  for  to  the 
one  covenant,  or  to  the  other  they  must  belong, 

God  has  revealed  no  third  way  in  all  his  blessed 
1 

\voni. 

Christian  reader,  be  not  alarmed.  The  same 
gracious  covenant  tliat  embraces  your  person, 
embraces  all  your  blessings,  spiritual  and  tempo¬ 
ral  ;  and  the  fol'v  of  John  Donaldson,  though  it 

»  C  .7 

mav  trouble  vour  spirit,  cannot  siiake  either  you, 
er  any  of  your  blessing.s  out  of  it.  Cut  to  pro¬ 
ceed.  In  p.  29,  he  says,  “  Wo  do  not  deny  that 
there  are  promises  in  the  scriptures  about  tempo¬ 
ral  thi'.igs,  but  these  are  covenant  nromises  only  as 
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tiiey  ies{.ect  spiritual  things.  It  is  to  be  udiuiite^ 
also,  that  all  promised  bles.sirigs  How  irorn  Christ  s 
ohiccs,  and  arc  purchased  hi/  him.”  In  p.  98,  he 
further  saws,  “  As  wicked  men  have  these  thinirs, 

«  •  %  /-y  * 

(teinporal  bcnelits,)  without  any- need  of  their  be¬ 
ing  purclursed,  or  without  any  covenant  right  unto 
them,  although  under  wrath,  may  not  believers 
have  theiu  also,  without  a  covenant  right  unto 
them,  but  under  a  blessing  ?”  Why  did  he  not 
say,  but  under  wrath  also  ?  We  beg  him  to  ex¬ 
plain,  how  they  could  be  under  a  blessing  ?  or 
iiow  they  could  get  from  being  under  wrath  ?  If 
(lod  could  remit  a  part  of  the  penalty,  or  remove 
a  part  of  the  curse  without  Christ,  why  not  the 
whole  ?  If  vindicatory  justice  can  be  dispensed 
with  in  a  single  instance,  tiien  it  is  not  necessary, 
for  that  which  is  necessary  cannot  be  done  without: 
tlien  the  Saviour  of  the  Socinians  might  have 
answered  every  purpose.  We  must,  however, 
examine  this  divine’s  views  of  the  promises  a  little 
further,  to  see  if  they  will  turn  out,  after  all,  to  be 
no  jyrorniscs ;  for  Mr.  D.  has  admitted  that  all 
promised  blessings,  are  purchased  blessings,  and  if 
})urchased  by  Clirist,  the  battle  is  fought,  atul  Mr. 
D’s.  system,  so  hostile  to  the  Christian’s  feelings 
and  to  his  pra3'crs,  quietly  gives  up  the  ghost. 
In  p.  70,  he  informs  us,  “  tiiat  tlie  promises,  which 
scezn  to  be  promises  of  temporal  things,  are  almost 
confined  to  the  Old  Testament,”  and  in  the  .same 
page  he  says,  tiiat  “  even  in  the  Old  Testament 
i.u'o.miscs,  which  have  tlie  appearance  of  promises 
ofteniporal  things,  are  at  least  oftentimes,  promi¬ 
ses  rather  of  spiritual  things.”  From  this  he  in¬ 
fers,  if  he  infcr.s  any  thing  to  support  his  argument, 
that  there  is  710  promise  of  earthly  blessings,  such 
as  bread  and  water  for  the  support  of  tlie  Chris¬ 
tian’s  body,  contained  in  the  covenant  of  grace. 
.\nd  we  think  wc  may  safely  trust  the  logic,  that 
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(Iriuvs  a  universal  negative  conclusion,  from  such 
promises,  with  the  reader,  whether  he  be  learned 
ur  unlearned.  A  little  e.vercise  of  common  sense, 
u  hicli  your  reader  possesses  as  well  as  I,  will  settle 
die  point  with  you,  w  ithout  any  comment  of  mine, 
but  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  enter  my  solemn 
protest  against  the  doctrine  taught  in  the  next 
page.  There  is  something  worse  than  bad  logic 
here.  In  p.  71,  there  is  plainly  taught  a  twofold 
obedience,  or  certain  duties  that  Christians  owe, 
both  to  God  out  of  covenant,  and  to  God  in  cove¬ 
nant,  and  he  speaks  of  promises  given  by  God  as 
the  moral  governor  of  the  world  for  encouragement 
lo  duty.  And  he  distinguishes  this  from  “  our 
beiiiir  brought  into  a  new  relation  to  God  as  our 
(jod  in  covenant.  1  he  real  Christian  has  no  God 
but  a  new  covenant  God.  He  owes  no  duties 
Imt  what  belong  to  the  obedience  of  faith.  His 
Creator  is  also  his  Redeemer,  and  his  Saviour 
moves  the  wheels  of  divine  providence,  for  the 
sake  of  Zion,  and  all  things,  without  a  single  ex- 
cejition,  are  put  under  his  controul  and  under  his 
management,  fur  the  good  of  his  body  the  church. 
0\d  of  Zion  the  perfection  of  beauty  God  hath  shined. 
The  doctrine  we  oppose,  supposes  two  govern¬ 
ments  going  on  at  the  same  time,  one  by  God  out 
of  Christ,  and  another  by  God  in  Christ.  But 
where  is  a  God  oid  of  Christ  to  be  found  ?  We 
sometimes  hear  it  stated,  “  that  a  God  out  of  Christ 
is  a  consuming  fire.”  Is  this  warrantable  ?  is  it 
correct  ?  is  it  scriptural  ?  is  it  possible  ?  Is  not 
Christ  as  Mediator  inseparably  connected  with  the 
Godhead  ?  and  is  not  God  in  him  ?  An  apostle 
says,  for  our  God  is  a  consuming  fire.  Yes,  our 
God,  the  Christian’s  God,  a  God  in  Christ  is  a 
consuming  fire,  to  the  workers  of  iniquity.  Why 
this  fear,  this  inconceivable  dread  of  allowing  the 
Redeemer  to  occupy  the  exalted  station  in  which 
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his  eternal  Father  has  placed  him  ?  and  where 
the  prophet  Ezekiel  saw  him  in  the  visions  of  God. 
ch.  i.  26.  There,  seated  above  the  firmament  that 
was  over  the  heads  of  the  living  creatures,  and 
above  the  wheels  of  the  prm'idences  of  Almighty 
God  ,  as  their  director  and  manager,  sat  the  like¬ 
ness,  as  the  appearance  of  a  man  above  vpon  it. — . 
That  same  “Messiah,  who  is  the  Prince  of  the 
kings  of  the  earth,”  exercises  a  kingly  sway,  and 
executes  a  terrible  and  punctive  power  upon  those 
for  whom  he  never  made  atonement  as  a  priest, 
Rev.  viii.  3.  4.5.  He  takes  the  same  censer,  in 
w’hich  was  the  much  incence,  with  which  he  per¬ 
fumes  the  jrrayers  of  the  saints,  and  fills  if  witli 
the  fire  of  the  altar,  and  scatters  these  burning  coals 
of  divine  judgment  upon  the  earth.  The  Re¬ 
deemer  is  a  consuming  fire  to  all  who  refuse  him 
as  a  Saviour.  But  we  find  no  exercise  of  the 
power  of  Almighty  God,  apart  from  the  Almighty 
Redeemer.  The  Christian’s  God  is  a  God  in  co¬ 
venant. 

If  it  should  be  objected  to  this,  that  this  view  of 
the  matter  would  seem  to  set  aside  the  essential 
dominion  and  goveinrnent  of  God  in  the  things 
that  do  not  form  a  part  of  Christ’s  spiritual  king¬ 
dom,  nothing  is  more  groundless.  The  objection 
.  is  formed  upon  the  supposed  distinction  between 
God  in  Christ,  and  God  out  of  Christ.  But  let  us 
inquire,  has  Christ  a  government  at  all  ?  either  in 
the  church  or  out  of  it  ?  And  if  any  government 
at  all  be  allowed  him,  the  objection,  if  it  has  any 
w’eight,  comes  with  equal  force  against  that  which 
is  granted,  and  against  that  which  is  denied. — 
Greater  or  less  in  degree,  never  alters  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  case.  But  it  is  all  goundless.  The 
eternal  God  governs  the  church,  as  well  as  the 
world,  and  the  government  of  the  Mediator  in  nei¬ 
ther  case  makes  it  void.  My  Father  worketh  hither- 
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to  and  I  work.  The  righteousness  of  Christ  is  not 
less  the  righteousness  of  God  that  it  was  wrought 
out  by  the  Mediator.  This  writer  with  tlie  most 
case  we  have  ever  witnessed  in  any  writer,  quotes 
authors  with  approbation,  who  flatly  contradict 
his  system — nay,  more,  he  flatly  contradicts  it  him¬ 
self,  and  still  feels  easy,  lie  lias,  however,  this  ad¬ 
vantage,  that  he  is  right  sometimes.  For  as  he  is 
on  botli  sides,  it  is  impossible  he  can  be  always 
wrong !  His  avowed  side  in  this  case  is,  that  tem¬ 
poral  lilessings  are  not  promised  blessings,  for  he 
says  c.vpressly,  once  and  again,  p.  p.  29,  and  99, 

“•  that  all  promised  blessings  are  purchased  bles¬ 
sings.”  “  If  they  are  promised,  it  is  because  they 
are  purchased,  for  the  promise  respects  things  only 
which  are  purchased.”  His  whole  book  is  de¬ 
signed  to  prove  that  these  temporal  good  things, 
which  even  the  elect  enjoy,  are  not  purchased,  and 
so  not  promised.  He,  nevertheless  tells  us,  p.  24. 
“There  is  a  faith  to  be  e.xercised  by  believers  un¬ 
der  a  want  of  these  things,  in  a  way  of  believing 
that  God  ivill  give  them."  Now  we  might  ask,  on 
wliat  could  this  faith  be  founded?  Certainly  not 
on  the  promise,  for  there  is  none.  Temporal  good 
things  are  not  promised  blessings  !  On  what  then? 
Reader,  on  what  you  please,  for  we  can  see  no¬ 
thing.  I  do ‘not  know  that  we  could  call  this  a 
strong  faith,  but  surely  we'may  say  that  it  would 
be  a  very  uncommon  faith. 

But,  after  all,  we  will  find  our  worthy  author,  as 
well  as  the  authors  he  quotes,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  question  also.  And  though  he  denies  that 
there  is  any  promise  of  earthly  good  things  to  the 
people  of  God,’and  consequently  denies  any  found’ 
at  ion  for  their  faith  in  relation  to  them,  yet  he 
does  not  always  deny.  In  p.  29,  he  says,  “  we  do 
not  deny  that  there  are  promises  in  the  scriptures 
about  temporal  things,  which,  to  be  sure,”  he  says, 


X 


'2U0 


Rfviezo  of  Donaldson 


“  are  covenant  promises  only  as  they  resj)ect  sj)ii'. 
iliial  things,”  yet  as  the  qualifying  limitation  woulsi 
make  nonsense,  for  temporal  things  are  not  spirihi- 
III,  we  give  him  credit  for  what  is  both  intelligihlo 
and  true  in  the  sentence.  No  man,  I  think,  would 
liave  been  able  to  persuade  Jacob,  when  he 
joyfully  repeated  Cod’s  promise,  Gen.  x.wiii.  20, 
and  will  give  me  bread  to  eat  and  raimeiit  to  put  on, 
that  this  did  not  contain  a  promise  of  earthly  good 
things,  actual  bodily  food,  and  material  garments. 
It  would  have  been  as  difficult  to  have  convinced 
Abraham  himself,  when  God  gave  him  the  cove¬ 
nant  promise,  Gen.  .vvii.  7.  8.  And  1  will  give  unto 
thee,  and  to  thy  seed  after  thee,  the  land  wherein 
thou  art  a  stranger,  all  the  land  of  Canaan,  <S:c. 
that  this  was  a  spiritual  blessing  only,  and  did  not 
embrace  a  temporal  promise.  In  p,  29,  he  admits 
the  promise,  “  IVhat  is  good  the  Lord  will  give.” — 
Now',  w'ho  in  their  sober  senses  would  venture  to 
say  that  no  temporal  blessing  was  good  for  the  be¬ 
liever  ?  But  if  any  temporal  blessing  be  good  for 
him,  it  is  here  promised,  and  according  to  our  au¬ 
thor,  if  promised,  then  purchased.  In  p.  50,  he 
quotes  a  promise,  from  Matt.  vi.  31.  32.  33.  which, 
though  he  did  not  mean  it  for  a  promise,  for  he 
wished  at  this  time  to  be  on  the  other  tack,  yet  it 
turns  out  differently,  and  proves  the  side  of  prom¬ 
ises,  and  consequently  purchase,  as  he  has  admit¬ 
ted  already.  Let  us  attend  to  him.  But  seekye  first 
the  kingdom  of  Heaven,  and  all  the  rest  shall  be  add¬ 
ed  unto  you.  If  language  has  any  meaning,  this 
last  clause  is  a  promise — but  of  what  ?  of  that 
w’hich  we  are  to  eat  and  drink,  and  wherew'ithal 
we  shall  be  clothed,  that  is  a  promise  of  temporal 
good  things.  It  is  true  his  ow'n  reasoning  on  this 
passage  is  a  tittle  cloudy,  because,  at  times  he  for¬ 
gets  the  side  he  is  on,  and  means  to  oppose  the 
side  of  /)/'omise5,.but  all  is  cleared  up  by  his  refer- 
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riiitj  us  lu  llenery  on  the  W  e  shall  turn 

(0  him  with  conlidence  that  we  shall  not  be  disap¬ 
pointed.  “  Thegyrtc/oM.9 proinisej’snys  llenery,  yes 
lie  says  gmeiovx  promise,  (not  very  I'avourablc  to 
one  of  the  sides  of  Mr.  D.)  “The  gracious  prom¬ 
ise  unnoAed  is,  that  then  all  these  things,  the  neces¬ 
sary  supports  of  life,  shall  be  added  xinto  you.'' — 
Ainl  on  verse  30,  of  the  same  chapter,  he  says 
“  Great  faith  shall  be  commended,  and  fetch  in 
fficat  things,  but  little  faith  shall  not  be  rejected, 
rctn  that  shall  fetch  in  food  and  raiment.”  ]\‘ow, 
in  all  i>Ir.  Henry's  commentary  on  the  Old  and 
Xcw  Testament,  we  will  ventiue  to  say,  there  is 
not  a  hint  directly  nor  indirectly,  of  the  faith  of 
God’s  elect  being  founded  on  any  thing  but  u  pro- 
misc  of  the  covenant  of  grace.  Mr.  H.  speaks 
plainly,  and  as  Air.  1).  has  referred  to  him,  he  has 
(lone  his  busine.ss.  Air.  I),  goes  on  to  quote  more 
authorities.  Guise  on  Alatt.  v.  5.  “  Blessed  are  the 
meek  for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth.”  Now,  to 
convince  us  that  the  earth  docs  not  mean  any  thing 
of  earth,  but  only  spirilal  blessings,  he  s'lys, 
“Guise  paraphrases  this  blessedness  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner;  By  the  blessing  of  Providence  they 
shall  have  us  much  of  this  xcorld  as  is  best  for 


them,”  lA  c.  Beader,  are  you  not  fully  satistieif 
that  fiuiso,  (honest  man,)  clearly  and  plainly 
leaches  that  teinpoi  a!  good  things  arc  not  meant, 
hut  by  earth  is  meant  heaven,  and  by  this  zcorld.  is 
meant  the  next !  In  prosecuting  the  subject,  he 
fmds  it  convenient  to  distinguish  between  j>romise 
and  purchase,  so  as  to  admit  the  one,  and  deny  the 
other.  But  this  serves  to  shew  his  happy  manner 
of  iiccomwmdation  to  both  sides.  In  j).  54,  on 
I.  Cor.  iii.  21. 22.  All  things  arc  noxirs — the  world, 
thi  ngs  present,  lie.  he  (inds  that  it  would  be  too 
glaring  to  deny  npromise,  as  that  would  be  to  con- 
fradict  the  te.\t  t»  its  face,  so  he  contents  Uiinself 
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with  modestly  denying  the  purchase.  He  savs 
“  they  are  the  believers,”  lie  does  not  say  how  they 
got  them,  after  Adam  forieited  them,  but  he  says 
“  they  are  the  believer’s,  so  as  through  God’s  ac¬ 
companying  blessing,  to  work  for  his  good.  The 
things  themselves  arc  not  the  purchase  of  Christ,” 
&c.  In  p.  55,  we  have  the  hardest  tug  of  all,  on 
1  Cor.  vi.  19,  20,  Ye  are  not  your  ozvn:  for  yean 
bought,  (^c.  both  body  and  spirit  are  here  said  to 
be  God’s  by  virtue  of  this  purchase.  The  man 
who,  on  Mr.  D’s  avorvcd  princi[>les,  VA  Ould  venture 
to  attack  this  te.xt  and  pretetxi  to  believe  it,mustbe 
a  man  of  mighty  daring.  But  there  is  nothing 
strange  in  his  manner  of  liandling  it.  He  gives 
up  his  avozced  side,  and  takes  his  other  side,  that 
is,  the  right  side — the  side  he  is  writing  against, 
but  which  he  stoutly  maintains,  us  we  have  al¬ 
ready  seen  in  many  instances.  And  tins  is  a  fur¬ 
ther  confirmation  of  what  he  says  of  himself, 
about  “a  covenant  right,”  p.  9G,  “  he  is  not  abso¬ 
lutely  certain  that  these  expressions  (those  which 
he  is  writing  against,  and  labouring  with  all  his 
might  to  refute,)  are  improper,  or  that  his  own 
reasoning  which  is  founded  on  them  is  just.”  By- 
writing  however,  a  good  deal  on  both  sides,  (if  the 
judicatories  of  his  church  permit  him.)  he  may  at 
last  come  to  find  out  his  own  side.  As  it  now- 
stands,  however,  it  is  completelv  sui  generis,  a 
kind  of  equivocal  side,  made  out  of  two,  neither 
of  which  he  believes,  both  of  which  he  denies,  and 
occasionally  affirms.  But  to  return  to  our  te.\t, 
as  the  preachers  sometimes  say.  On  the  above 
passage,  he  says,  “  From  this  passage  it  is  inferred, 
by  those  who  differ  from  us  on  this  subject,  that 
as  the  persons  of  believers  are  bought,  so  the  body, 
as  a  part  of  the  person,  comes  llirough  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  Christ,  and  the  body  as  such,  must  be 
t'le  fruit  of  Christ’s  purchase  :  ns  those  who  arc 
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taitl  to  be  bought  witli  a  price,  arc  rerjuirecl  to  glo¬ 
rify  (^iod  with  their  bodies,  and  with  iheir  spirits, 
wfiich  arc  his.”  To  which  he  answers,  “  The  body 
is  in  no  other  sense,  said  here,  to  be  the  purchase 
of  Christ,  than  as  tlie  soul  is  said  to  be  purchased 
bv  him.”  Perfectly  right.  Wlio  ever  said  other- 
rvise  ?  He  goes  on,  “  and  neither  soul  nor  body 
arc  represented  here  to  be  so  the  purchase  of 
Ciirist,  as  that  they  have  their  being  in  conse- 
(lucnce  of  it.”  All  right.  Put  pray,  are  you, 
•rood  Sir,  writing  against  any  body  ?  Is  there  now 
any  sect  or  body  of  men  on  tliis  earth,  either  in, 
or  out  of  the  Christian  church,  that  hold  the  senti¬ 
ment  which  you  are  opposing  ?  Was  there  ever 
any  such  sect  or  body  of  men  ?  Nay,  we  shall 
go  a  little  further,  and  coolly  and  candidly  ask  you, 
as  an  honest  man,  did  vou  ever  read  any  book  in 
which  this  sentiment  was  avowed  ?  If  you  have 
seen  suds  work  and  can  direct  us  to  the  page  in 
which  it  is  recorded,  we  shall  hold  ourselves  bound 
to  make  an  acknowledgement,  that  we  have  learn¬ 
ed  from  you  what  we  never  knew,  and  what  we 
did  not  believe,  was  in  the  world.  We  are 
aware  that  Mr.  D.  has  already  attempted  to  fa¬ 
ther  such  an  opinion  upon  the  worthy  Ebenezer 
Erskine,  p.  65,  he  says,  “  If  by  Christ’s  buying  the 
wicked  world,  he  understands  that  it  was  through 
his  blood  as  a  price  paid  for  them  they  are  brought 
into  being,  and  life  continued,  &c.  (as  appears  from 
the  conne.xion  to  be  what  he  really  means)  &c.” 
No,  Sir,  he  really  meant  no  such  thing.  Nor  did 
others  who  maintain  that  Christ  purchased  tempo¬ 
ral  blessings  for  the  elect,  ever  mean  that  he  re¬ 
created  them,  or  purchased  them  from  nothing 
into  e.vistence.  You,  Sir,  are  entitled  to  the  cred¬ 
it  of  inventing  the  happy  thought  1  It  must  be 
original.  But  let  us  ask,  is  this  the  usual  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  word  purchased  ?  Does  it  ever  signi- 
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fy  this  ?  Vou  yourself  use  the  word  often  tlirougl) 
this  pamphlet,  which  we  are  reviewing,  do  you  ul- 
ways  use  it  in  this  sense  ?  Do  you  once?  You 
freely  apply  the  word  purchase  to  tlie  persons  ol' 
helievei  s.  Do  you  thereby  mean  that  Christ  pur* 
chased  them  into  being  ?  Y  ou  take  care,  (very 
unnecessarily)  to  guard  against  this  chimera  of 
your  own  brain,  when  you  tell  us,  “  that  neither 
soul  or  body  are  represented  here,  (1.  Cor.  6,  19, 
20.)  to  be  so  the  j)urchasc  of  ChrLst,  as  that  they 
have  their  bchig  in  consequence  of  it.”  This  is 
like  cautioning  us  not  to  mistake  a  mole-hill  for 
Mount  Ararat.  There  was  no  danger.  No  one 
ever  entertained  this  opinion  of  the  word  j)ur- 
ch  asc.  ]iut  you  do,  after  all,  adniit  the  word 
purchase,  as  to  the  bodies  of  the  saints:  What? 
Christ  shed  his  blood  for  dust — for  an  earthly 
thing  !  Or  probably  you  mean,  only  in  as  far  as 
it  is  spiritual!  for  the  body  in  as  far  us  it  is  a 
soul.  I  hope  by  this  time  we  are  all  wearied  of 
the  objection  to  Christ  shedding  his  blood  for  an 
earthly  thing.  Now  if  the  body  be  purchased,  the 
materials  of  which  it  is  composed  must  be  pur¬ 
chased.  They  become  a  part  of  itself  The 
whole  matter  about  the  purchase  of  temporal 
good  things,  may  be  reduced  to  this,  not  the 
,  bringing  into  e.xistence  the  matter  of  which  they 
are  composed,  but  the  right  to  use  them  as  our 
own.  This  right  was  lost  by  the  fall  of  Adam, 
both  to  himself  and  all  his  posterity.  Jesus  Christ 
became  our  kinsman  Redeemer,  it  is  here  striking¬ 
ly  represented  in  the  case  of  Boaz,  in  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  Ruth,  the  widow  of  Mahlon,  he  redeemed 
the  persons  of  the  elect,  souls  and  bodies,  and 
their  forfeited  inheritance,  all  that  they  needed 
both  for  soul  and  body,  in  time  and  in  eternity. — 
This  embraces,  therefore,  all  that  has  a  relation  to 
the  bodies  of  the  children  of  God,  as  well  as  to 
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ihcir  souls — it  respects  the  life  that  note  is,  as  well 
as  that  which  is  to  come — things  present,  as  well  as 
things  future — the  xoorld  as  well  as  heaven  itself. — 
Thus  we  learn  how  Abraham  became  heir  of  the 
world,  and  embracing,  indeed,  a  great  deal  more 
than  a  right  in  the  earth,  but,  contrary  to  the 
cheerless  theory  of  Mr.  D.  embracing  that  right 
also,  and  that  by  covenant  promise.  Thus  we  see 
likewise,  how  all  the  people  of  God  enjoy  the  earth 
by  inheritance.  They  possess  it  as  heirs,  while  oth¬ 
ers  have  only  the  bare  providential  suflerance  of 
Almighty  God. 

We  might  view  the  covenant  of  grace,  or  re¬ 
demption  made  between  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
as  represented  by  two  parallel  lines,  the  one  a  line 
of  promise,  and  the  other  of  condition.  Every 
promise  contained  in  that  covenant,  made  by  the 
Father  to  the  Son,  to  terminate  either  on  Christ 
himself,  or  on  his  spiritual  seed,  the  Father  enga¬ 
ges  to  fulfil,  on  condition  that  Christ  engage  to  fnl‘ 
fil  all  righteousness.  Christ  engaged  according!}'. 
He  fulfilled  all  righteousness.  He  thereby  pur¬ 
chased  the  out  making,  or  fulfilment  of  every  pro¬ 
mise  in  the  covenant,  either  as  it  respected  him¬ 
self  or  the  elect.  We  here  learn  for  what  Christ 
shed  his  blood,  and  having  a  definite  object  in 
view,  and  that  object  being  obtained,  he  did  not 
shed  his  blood  in  vain.  All  splitting  up  or  divid¬ 
ing  the  purchase  of  Christ  into  fractions  is  there¬ 
fore,  highly  impertinent.  He  shed  his  blood,  i.  e. 
he  fulfilled  all  righteousness,  that  he  might  answer 
every  end,  and  accomplish  every  object  embraced 
ill  the  covenant  which  is  ordered  in  all  things  and 
sure.  The  intercession  of  Christ,  therefore,  has  a 
hearing  upon  his  purchase,  or  upon  the  atonement 
he  made.  This  was  the  doctrine  taught  by  the  two 
altars  in  the  Jewish  ritual,  viz  :  the  altar  of  burnt 
offering,  and  the  altar  of  incense.  The  incen.«e 
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offered  on  the  golden  altar  within  the  vail,  must  Le 
kindled  with  fire  taken  from  the  brazen  altar.  The 
intercession  of  Christ  derives  all  its  elHcacy  from 
the  sacrifice  he  ofi’ered,  or  in  other  words  from  the 
purchase  he  made.  Let  us  bring  this  to  bear  in 
a  particular  case,  according  to  the  system  which 
we  maintain  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  system  of 
Mr.  D.  on  the  other.  Let  the  case  be  the  Chris¬ 
tian’s  daily  breaa,  or  the  fourth  petition  of  the 
Lord’s  prayer.  Mr.  D.  and  ourselves  will  agree, 
it  is  presumed,  that  this  taught  and  enjoin¬ 

ed  by  our  Saviour,  give  ns  this  day  our  daily  bread, 
does  contain  a  petition  for  a  “  competent  portion 
of  the  good  things  of  this  life.”  It  may  contain 
more,  but  the  question  at  issue,  is  about  this — the 
temporal  provision — bread  for  the  support  of  the 
body.  On  the  system  for  vvliich  we  contend,  the 
Christian  prays  for  daily  bread  through  the  interces¬ 
sion  of  Christ.  But  Christ  intercedes  only  for 
what  he  purchased.  Still  the  mind  is  at  ease,  for 
the  purchase  is  here.  Now  let  us  view  the  Chris¬ 
tian  presenting  the  same  petition  on  Mr.  D.’s  sys¬ 
tem.  He  asks  too  in  the  name  of  Christ,  i.  c. 
through  Christ’s  intercession,  but  he  must  keep  iii 
mind,  that  Christ  did  not  purchase  it,  nor  is  that 
very  daily  bread  promised  in  all  the  covenant  of 
grace.  Will  not  the  prayer  die  upon  his  lips  ? — 
This  system,  if  he  understands  it,  will  cause  his 
tongue  to  cleave  to  the  roof  of  his  mouth.  The 
Saviour  did  not  purchase  it — he  cannot  intercede 
for  it — I  cannot  pray  for  it  in  his  name — I  dare 
not  pray  at  all.  Ebenezer  Erskine,  this  is  not  a 
Seceder  of  your  stamp,  nor  formed  after  your 
model ! 

In  the  course  of  this  review,  we  had  thoughts 
of  vindicating  all  the  characters  which  this  author 
has  so  unjustly  aspersed  in  his  pamphlet.  But  wc 
now  consider  it  quite  unnecessary.  The  reason- 
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i;i,g  already  presented,  sufficiently  clears  their 
views  on  the  subject  of  purchase,  and  the  reader, 
most  likely,  vvill  wish  to  be  excused  from  pursuing 
it  any  farther.  With  a  few  remarks  on  Mr.  D.’s 
providential  right,  we  shall  take  our  leave  of  him. 
In  p.  60,  our  author  sets  aside  all  right  to  tempo¬ 
ral  blessings,  except  that  of  “  providence  laying 
them  to  a  man’s  hand  for  his  use — and  no  super- 
added  right  to  that  of  providence  putting  them  in 
our  possession.”  &.c.  One  would  think  that  this 
was  plain  enough,  and  settled  the  question  at  once, 
if  there  be  an  overruling  providence  at  all.  This 
is  stated  in  opposition  to  covenant  right,  and  gra¬ 
cious  right,  and  every  conceivable  right,  e.xccpt 
what  might  be  involved  in  the  part  of  providence 
bringing  it  to  the  man’s  hand.  But  let  us  not  be 
too  last.  As  usual,  he  has  another  side.  It  ap¬ 
pears  that  this  writer  could  not  live  but  by  taking 
both  sides.  Turn  to  p.  101,  and  you  will  find  him 
make  no  more  of  his  providential  right  to  which  no 
uperadded  right  can  be  given,  than  any  of  his  op¬ 
ponents.  There  lie  says,  “  But  we  say  once  for 
all,  that  when  we  speak  of  a  providential  right  to 
temporal  things,  or  of  their  being  given  to  any  by 
(irovidence,  no  more  is  meant  than  that  they  have 
them  through  the  providence  of  God  legally,  so 
as  that  they  are  theirs,  and  belong  to  none  be- 
sides.”  Tlicn  it  seems  that  providence  gives  no 
riidit  at  all.  And  vet  according  to  his  other  side, 
no  supsrudded  right  to  providence  can  be  given. — 
Me  has  iiere  turned  Covenanter,  and  contends  as 
they  do,  that  not  their  being  providentially  in  the 
seat  of  power,  but  tlieir  being  so  legally  consti¬ 
tutes  a  lawful  magistrate.  Upon  the  same  prin¬ 
ciple,  he  and  tliey  agree  most  cordially,  that  a 
mere  providential  magistrate  may  be  a  usurper, 
and  no  magistrate  at  all,  and  that  providential  pos- 
.scssion  is  not  enough  to  legalize  a  claim.  If  pro- 
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vidence  alone  will  not  be  enough,  what  will  ?  He 
lells  us  it  must  be  legally  theirs  i.  e.  it  must  bo 
theirs  by  the  divine  law.  Tiie  providential  magis¬ 
trate  must  then  be  a  preceptive  magistrate  also  !- — 
Who  would  have  thought  to  have  found  Mr.  D. 
in  the  camp  of  the  Covenanters  ?  Yet  there  he 
assuredly  is.  Is  Saul  also  among  the  Prophets  ? — 
Yes,  that  he  is,  but  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  he  is  on 
the  opposite  side  likewise,  so  that  they  have  little 
to  boast  of,  by  their  acquisition.  This  last  side 
Mr.  D,  has  taken,  by  clearing  him  of  the  embar¬ 
rassing  circumstances  into  which  his  exclusive 
providential  right  would  have  thrown  him,  will  re¬ 
move  his  difficulty  in  p.  p.  42,  4.3,  44,  about  a 
piece  of  property — a  house,  a  coat,  an  ox,  a 
store  in  partnership,  &c.  lie  will  learn  that  the 
purchase  of  the  Redeemer  does  not  bear  upon  ab¬ 
stract  property  or  upon  the  mere  providential  pos¬ 
session  which  any  man  may  happen  to  have  of 
any  of  the  good  things  of  tliis  life — but  uj)ori  the 
covenant  right  procured  by  his  fulfiling  all  right¬ 
eousness,  and  restoring  to  the  heirs  of  promise  the 
right  to  use  the  earth  as  heirs,  which  right  they  had 
lost  bv  the  fall.  He  will  be  able  to  form  an  idea 
of  purchasing  a  house,  a  lot,  a  plantation,  or  .a 
horse,  without  the  dire  necessity  of  his  buying 
them  into  existence,  and  will  be  satisfied  that  the 
term  purchase,  means  no  more  than  the  right  and 
title  to  use  them  as  his  own.  The  frightful  phan¬ 
tom,  existing  no  where  but  in  his  own  disordered 
imagination,  being  thus  happily  laid  to  rest,  the 
abuse  of  the  Erskines,  the  Bostons,  the  Owens, 
and  such  excellent  men,  who  wrote  like  Divines, 
and  men  who  understood  and  ably  defended  the 
.system  of  grace,  we  trust,  will  be  heard  no  more. 
It  is  hoped,  too,  that  Mr.  I).  will  be  more  sparing, 
in  trying  to  identify  the  whole  body  of  Seceders 
witit  his  own  insulated  views  on  the  subject  of  the 
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purchase  of  comaion  benefits.  He  will  find  it  no 
easy  task  to  array  that  body  generally,  against  the 
doctrine  of  Ebenezer  Erskiue.  He  will  do  well  al¬ 
so,  to  read  over  again  those  Divines  whom  he  has 
attempted  to  enlist  in  his  cause,  namely,  Turretin, 
Ivissenius,  Witsius,  Halliburton,  Cole,  Ridgely, 
illackwell  and  Brown,  and  see  if  he  can  honestly 
and  candidly  say,  “  these  writers  have  maintained 
iny  sentiments.”  We  trust  he  will  see  on  a  more 
close  examination,  that  not  only  none  of  those  Di- 
rincs,  but  no  other  sound  Divine  whose  w'ritincfs 
are  extant,  ever  carried  the  doctrine  of  the  denial 
of  the  purchase  of  temporal  blessings  to  the  same 
unwarrantable  lengths  that  he  has  done.  Hearti¬ 
ly  wishing  him  more  correct  view’s  of  the  system' 
<»f  divine  grace,  we  now  take  our  leave  of  him. 


POLITICAL.* 

rE-HVLE  BEXEVOLEXCE  EXEMPLIFIED. 

Tiie  lady  who  had  the  chief  agency  in  the  benevolent  work  nar¬ 
rated  in  the  following  documents,  is  of  Holland  ancestry,  and  an 
intelligent  disciple  of  Witsius.  The  partner  of  such  a  lady, 
who  for  years  lias  tilled  a  iirofessor’s  chair  with  credit  to  himself, 
;uid  profit  to  the  republic  of  letters,  ought  not  to  be  compelled 
— But  we  forbear.  Is  it  right  to  lavish  the  public  money  on 
stran2:ers,  and  neglect  men  at  home,  who  did  so  much  for  this 
country  as  General  bt.  Clair  did  ?  When  a  President  is  to  be 
elected,  money  must  be  scattered  unsparingly,  to  excite  popu¬ 
lar  feeling.  The  donation  to  St.  Clair  was  real  charity.  We 
are  especially  pleased  with  the  aged  soldier’s  allusion  to  his 
daughters. 

[Communicated  for  the  Ev'angelical  Witness.] 

Ox  the  1 5th  of  December,  1812,  a  lady  residing 
in  New-York,  read  in  the  Mercantile  Advertiser 
the  following  interesting  extract  from  a  gentle¬ 
man’s  journal  of  a  tour  through  the  western  part  of 
Pennsylvania,  dated  August  3d,  1812  : — 

*  Political  and  literary  articles  are  unsuitable  for  Sabbath 
reading. 
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“  On  the  top  of  the  Chestnut  llidge,  forty  or 
fifty  miles  this  side  of  Pittsburg,  in  a  poor,  \vilcl_ 
uncultivated  country,  there  stands  a  small  but 
decent  log-house.  In  this  house  resides  a  man, 
very  far  advanced  in  years,  with  an  aged  wife  and 
two  daughters. 

“  That  man  has  been  an  officer  in  tlie  British 
army,  serving  in  America  during  the  old  French 
war,  (more  than  a  century  ago ;)  afterwards  a 
representative  in  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
before  and  since  the  revolution.  A  General  in  the 
American  revolution  ;  and  later,  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States ;  and 
Governor  of  the  North-Western  Territorv.  Now 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  saying,  ‘  Date  obo- 
lum  Bellisario.’  My  heart  bled  i'or  our  country’s 
netrlect  of  the  venerable  St.  Clair.” 

Immediately  a  plan  was  formed  to  raise  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  relief  of  the  aged  St.  Clair  and 
his  family.  The  e.xtract  was  printed,  together 
with  this  short  address. 

“  Ladies  of  New-York  !  take  under  your  pro¬ 
tection  tire  aged  patriot,  the  war-worn  soldier,  the 
companion  of  Washington  !  While  his  country 
nefflects  him,  he  may  receive  comfort  from  the 
compassionate  fair  without  indignity. 

A  committee  of  ladies  was  chosen,  and  in  less 
than  a  fortnight  eleven  hundred  dollars  were 

raised  by  subscription.  After  which,  -  - 

wrote  to  Mr.  Mountain  of  Pittsburg,  to  ascertain 
the  real  situation  of  the  General’s  family.  He 
stated  to  him  the  ladies’  intentions,  and  requested 
him  to  point  out  the  best  mode  of  conveying  to 
Gen.  St.  Clair  a  sum  for  his  present  necessities. 
On  the  2d  of  February,  he  received  the  following 
reply  : — 
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FitUburg,  Jun.  24th,  1813. 

“-Woman  is  a  general  blessing 
From  sultry  India  to  the  pole.” 

Blessed  be  thy  wife  and  the  fair  ladies  of  New- 
Vork,  for  their  protection  and  munificence  extend¬ 
ed  to  the  aged,  infirm,  helpless,  and  venerable  St. 
Clair.  I  have  been  in  his  cabin  “  hard  by  the 
wild  woods,”  and  been  a  witness  of  his  penury  and 
distress.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  very  old  ;  they 
have  the  whitest  heads  I  ever  beheld.  They  seem 
the  representatives  of  old  age  itself 

The  General  has  considerable  claims  against 
the  government  for  services  redered,  and  money 
expended  during  the  revolution  and  our  Indian 
wars.  He  made  application  to  congress  many 
years  ago,  and  some  members  were  strenuous  in 
support  of  his  claims.  Two  years  ago  a  law  was 
j)asscd,  allowing  him  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars  upon  condition  that  he  should  give  a  re¬ 
ceipt  in  full  of  all  demands  and  claims  against  the 
government.  This  he  rejected  with  contempt ; 
poor  and  humbled  as  he  was,  he  would  not  touch  it. 

His  youngest  daughter,  who  is  unmarried,  was 
in  this  town  some  time  ago,  literally  begging  a 
pittance  from  the  respectable  inhabitants  for  the 
support  of  her  parents.  As  to  the  best  way  of 
forwarding  the  sum,  they  would  now  send,  T  with 
pleasure  tender  my  services.  Any  sum  which 
they  may  forward  to  me  shall  be  delivered  with 
inv  own  hand  to  the  General,  with  such  commu- 
nicatioii  as  the  ladies  may  think  proper 

Yours,  with  sincere  esteem, 

James  Mountain. 

On  the  21st  of  January  the  committee  met,  and 
anticipating  the  kindriess  of  Mr.  Mountain,  they 
wrote  to  General  St.  Clair  a  letter  enclosing  a 
draft  for  five  hundred  dollars. 
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To  General  St.  Clair. 

Sir, — The  ladies  of  jVew-York  having  learned 
by  accident,  but  with  e.vtreme  concern  of  the 
lamentable  neglect  which  one  of  our  most  dis¬ 
tinguished  warriors  experiences  in  his  old  age, 
from  a  country  he  has  so  much  served,  and  being 
deeply  affected  at  the  consequent  inconvenience 
to  himself  and  fiimiiy,  they  respectfully  entreat  to 
be  permitted  on  this  occasion  to  exercise  one  of 
their  happiest  privileges,  that  of  soothing  the  af¬ 
flictions  of  the  brave,  and  that  General  St.  Clair 
will  do  them  the  honour  of  accepting,  at  least  for 
the  female  part  of  his  family,  the  enclosed  paper. 

With  a  lively  sense  of  his  eminent  services  to 
their  common  country,  and  with  sincere  respect 
towards  himself  and  family,  the  subscribers  by 
order  of  the  ladies  generally,  have  the  honour  to 
remain  his  obliged  and  grateful  countrywomen. 


N.  B.  The  ladies  beg  leave  to  add,  tliat  a  fur¬ 
ther  sum  w’ill  be  approjrriated,  to  the  use  of  Mrs. 
St.  Clair  and  daughters,  the  interest  of  which  shali 
be  regularly  transmitted  to  you  until  a  better  mode 
for  the  application  thereof  shall  be  pointed  out  by 
them. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Mountain  received  this  letter, 
he  set  out  with  it  for  the  habitation  of  St.  Clair, 
notwithstanding  the  season  was  intensely  cold,  and 
the  roads  deep  and  dangerous. 

A  month  having  elapsed,  the  subjoined  letter 
was  received  from  the  General  himself. 

<  Chestnut  Rid^e,  Westmoreland  County, 

(  Pennsylvania,  4th  March,  1813. 

Ladies, — About  a  fortnight  ago  I  received 
through  Mr.  Mountain  of  Pittsburg,  the  letter  you 
did  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me  on  the  2d  of 
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i  February,  together  with  its  enclosure,  to  wit : — a 
check  on  the  bank  of  Philadelphia  for  five  hun¬ 
dred  dollars.  Had  I  not  been  ill  since,  the  receipt 
of  that  letter  would  have  been  sooner  acknowl¬ 
edged,  for  it  was  of  a  nature  that  demanded  a 
prompt  acknowledgment. 

It  is  not  easy,  ladies,  to  imagine  the  astonish¬ 
ment  with  which  that,  I  believe  unparalelled,  in¬ 
stance  of  the  generous  disinterested  bounty  of  tlie 
ladies  of  New- York  struck  me ;  to  very  few  of 
whom  I  have  the  honour  to  be  personally  known. 
And  language  sinks  beneath  the  attempt  to  de¬ 
scribe  the  sensations  of  gratitude  and  admiration 
it  gave  rise  to,  and  naturally  led  me  up  to  the 
gracious  Giver  of  all  good,  for  having  been  pleased 
to  make  them  the  instruments  of  a  relief  so  unex¬ 
pected,  and  that  was  indeed  so  seasonable.  Nor 
did  tiic  manner  in  which  they  bestowed  it  through 
you,  less  affect  me,  for,  though  the  frosts  of  many 
Winters  are  upon  my  head,  my  heart  is  not  yet  so 
cokl  as  to  be  insensible  to  female  praise ;  it  con¬ 
veyed  a  balm  to  my  wounded  spirit,  wounded  not 
by  the  loss  of  fortune  and  the  need  of  pecuniary 
aid,  but  by  censure,  obloquy,  and  contumely  when 
]  thought,  (and  now  since  I  have  their  approba¬ 
tion,)  I  say  it  boldly,  I  thought  1  had  at  least 
merited  thanks  ;  for,  to  say  nothing  of  my  milita¬ 
ry  services  which  they  have  so  kindly  eulogized,  I 
had,  in  a  great  measure  at  my  own  expense,  raised 
up  for  the  United  States,  in  fifteen  years,  a  colony 
from  thirty  men  to  upwards  of  sixty  thousand  ; 
amalgamated  the  most  heterogeneous  mass  of 
population ;  carried  laws,  religion,  morals,  and 
manners  to  the  extremest  limit  of  their  territory  ; 
made  the  people  happy,  and  laid  a  foundation  for 
the  continuance  of  that  happiness  to  millions  yet 
unborn,  and  in  which  every  faculty  of  mind  and 
body  had  been  unremittingly  emjdoyed.' 
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To  sooth  affliction  is  certainly  a  happy  privi- 
lege,  for  it  carries  with  it  a  sweet  reward  in  the 
consciousness  of  having  effected  it.  And  it  is  the 
appropriate  privilege  of  the  fair  sex,  and  nobly 
have  the  ladies  of  New-York  exercised  it  towards 
me  ;  but  though  I  ieel  all  that  1  can  feel  for  my¬ 
self,  their  attention  to  my  daughters  touches  me 
the  most.  Had  I  not  met  with  misfortunes,  1 
should  never  have  known  all  their  worth.  Though 
all  their  prospects  in  life,  (and  they  were  once 
very  flattering  and  not  ill-founded,)  have  been 
blasted  in  a  moment ;  not  a  sigh,  not  a  murmur 
or  complaint  have  they  ever  suffered  to  escape 
them  in  my  hearing.  They  have  devoured  their 
griefs  in  secret,  while  all  their  attentions  have 
been  directed  to  alleviate  the  pain  tliey  think  the 
sad  reverse  in  my  situation  must  give  me,  while  I 
can  truly  say  it  has  been  on  their  account  chiefly 
that  it  has  ever  given  me  a  moment’s  uneasiness. 

I  entreat  you,  ladies,  to  accept  for  yourselves  my 
sincere  thanks  for  the  honour  you  have  done  me, 
and  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken,  and  to  con¬ 
vey  them  to  the  ladies  of  New-York  generally, 
and  to  assure  them  that,  to  the  last  moment  of 
my  life  the  remembrance  of  their  kindness  will  be 
cultivated,  and  my  last  expiring  breath,  if  I  then 
have  my  senses,  will  close  a  prayer  for  their  happi¬ 
ness.  and  that  of  our  common  country. 

With  sentiments  of  the  warmest  gratitude,  I 
remain  ladies,  your  obliged  and  very  humble  ser¬ 
vant,  Arthur  St.  Clair. 

After  this  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  ninety 
dollars  was  added  to  the  above  eleven  hundred, 
making  in  all  nearly  fourteen  hundred  dollars. — 
More  than  half  of  which  was  uni'brtunately,  but 
with  a  generous  intention,  expended  for  shares  in 
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the  Pittsburg  steam-boat  company,  and  certifi¬ 
cates  tor  the  same  w  ith  the  surplus  of  money  were 
forwarded  to  General  St,  Clair  by  the  hand  of  a 
respectable  citizen. 


A  YOUNG  disciple’s  LAST  FAREWELL. 

The  substance  of  William  Clark’s  farewell  to  his  father  tc, 
little  before  his  death.  Written  out  at  the  time. 

‘'My  dear  father,  farewell. 

I  request  you  to  be  resigned  to  the  wdll  of  God 
in  thus  taking  me  home  to  himself.  I  have  had 
abundant  proofs  of  your  an.xiety  for  my  happi¬ 
ness,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  leave  you  all  the  conso¬ 
lation  I  can,  now  I  am  going  to  enter  into  a  state 
indescribably  glorious  and  happy  in  kind,  and 
eternal  in  duration.  It  is  common  for  man  in  this 
life  to  have  his  plans  and  projects  frustrated. 
God’s  ways  and  thoughts  are  not  always  as  our 
ways  and  our  thoughts.  Though  my  life  had 
been  continued,  and  our  plans  respecting  me 
accomplished,  yet  it  is  not  likely  we  would  have 
spent  much  of  our  time  in  company,  but  I  go  to 
better  company,  whither  you  soon  I  hope  will 
follow  mo.  Not  long  ago  I  did  e.\pect  to  see 
mother  and  you  laid  in  the  grave,  but  it  appears 
to  be  God’s  will  that  I  should  go  first.  I  could 
be  most  easily  spared.  I  hope  God  has  yet  some 
useful  work  in  store  for  you,  both  in  the  church 
and  in  the  family  ;  and  then  I  hope  you  also  shall 
come  as  shocks  of  corn  fully  ripe  in  their  season. 
I  bless  God  that  it  has  been  my  lot  to  be  born  of 
religious  parents,  and  to  have  had  early  instilled 
into  my  mind,  the  great  truths  of  the  Christian  re¬ 
ligion.  You  have  but  a  little  while  longer  to 
struggle  with  the  troubles  of  this  life  ;  in  the  end 
you  will  see  they  have  all  been  necessary  to  ac- 
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complish  your  sanctification  and  nieetness  for 
Heaven.  It  was  my  earnest  desire  to  serve 
God  in  his  church.  1  thouglit  I  had  dedicated 
cordially  my  life  without  reserve  to  his  service  ;  it 
appears  he  is  about  to  give  me  a  discharge  from 
this  warfare,  and  allow  me  to  dwell  in  the  church 
above.  Surely  I  have  no  cause  to  complain  ;  and 
I  hope  you  will  not,  lor  1  am  now  persuaded  that 
nothing  shall  “  separate  me  from  the  love  of  God, 
that  is  in  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord.”  O  who  can 
measure  the  heighth  and  breadth,  the  depth,  and 
length  of  the  love  of  God,  verily  it  “  passetli  all 
understanding.” 

“  My  dear  and  affectionate  mother,  1  must  also 
bid  you  a  farewell. 

“  You  well  know  I  have  been  a  child  of  much 
affliction,  but  it  is  now  nearly  over ;  you  have 
ministered  to  my  multiplied  wants  with  the  ten- 
derest  care,  and  unwearied  solicitude.  I  cannot 
recompense  you,  but  my  God  and  surety  can,  and 
I  hope  will.  In  my  death  there  is  no  cause  of 
mourning:  and,  as  I  know  you  love  me,  I  can 
now  tell  you  for  your  comfort,  and  with  confi¬ 
dence,  that  I  shall  soon  be  admitted  into  the  com¬ 
pany  of  angels  and  glorified  spirits,  “  of  just  men 
made  perfect,”  in  the  heavenly  mansions,  that  my 
Redeemer  has  prepared  for  me.  You  cannot 
grieve  that  I  am  about  to  be' relieved  from  tins 
frail  body  of  affliction,  sin  and  death,  to  resume  it 
no  more,  till  it  be  fashioned  like  to  Christ’s  glori¬ 
ous  body,  never  to  be  exposed  more  to  disease  or 
death  ;  a  short  while  ago  I  thought  I  would  see 
you  over  Jordan  before  me,  but  it  matters  little 
who  of  us  goes  first  or  last,  provided  we  are  meet 
for  being  partakers  with  the  saints  in  light.  Verily, 
mine  age  is  as  nothing,  and  my  life  is  as  a  dream  ; 
but  O  eternity,  happy  eternity,  on  which  lam  now 
to  enter,  who  can  tell  ? 
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"  My  dear  sister,  thouglj  both  young,  we  must 
part.  Death  is  a  messenger  from  Heav’ien,  and 
he  will  not  be  deterred  from  executing  his  order!  ' 
on  all  the  children  of  men,  without  regard  to  age,  ' 
sex,  or  condition.  Young  as  you  are,  you  have 
even  now  scarcely  time  to  prepare  for  death  and 
eternity.  O  set  about  it  in  good  earnest.  Time, 
indeed,  is  very  short,  and  you  have  a  great  work 
to  accomplish.  Live  near  God  by  much  prayer, 
and  rest  not  unless  you  obtain  communion  with 
him,  in  this  duty,  and  in  all  the  other  ordinances 
of  his  grace.  Improve  the  dispensation  of  the 
gospel,  while  it  shines  among  you.  Love  your 
pastor,  and  pray  for  his  success  in  the  gospel. 
Make  the  Holy  Bible  your  constant  companion 
through  life.  Seek  and  dig  therein  for  that  trea¬ 
sure  which  will  make  you  rich  in  grace,  and  an 
heir  of  the  kingdom.  My  dear  sister,  you  live  in' 
an  evil  world  of  very  evil  men,  both  young  and 
old.  O  !  try  to  keep  your  garments  clean.  If 
you  expect  to  meet  me  in  Heaven,  you  must  cal¬ 
culate  to  maintain  a  constant  warfare  with  sin, 
the  world,  and  the  flesh.  But  let  me  tell  you 
every  attempt  that  you  make  of  this  kind,  must 
be  in  the  strength  of  your  Redeemer,  without 
whom  you  can  do  nothing  to  purpose.  Make 
the  people  of  God  your  companions  in  this  your 
pilgrimage.  Set  light  by  the  vanities  of  this  life,- 
they  are  very  ensnaring,  especially  to  youth. 
They  are  very  vanity ;  guard  against  their  se¬ 
ducing  influence.  O !  let  me  again  urge  you  to 
make  sure  and  speedy  preparation  for  death, 
judgment,  and  eternity.  I  give  this  same  advice 
with  my  blessing  to  our  absent  dear  sister.  I  have 
not  words  to  express  the  unwearied  kindness  I 
have  received  from  you  both,  but  especially  from 
you  in  this  my  last  illness.  I  refer  you  to  my 
surety  for  payment.  He  will  abundantly  make  it 
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up,  in  durable  riches  and  righteousness.  Be  not 
weary  in  well  doing ;  for  in  due  time  you  shall 
reap,  if  you  faint  not,  and  in  a  little  while  we  shall 
see  one  another  again,  never  to  part. 

“  Now,  James,  (a  young  brother,)  I  must  also 
bid  you  a  farewell.  You  see  death  dissolves  the 
tenderest  ties  of  life.  O  !  James,  make  sure  in 
time,  of  the  love  and  friendship  of  him  “  who  sticks 
closer  than  a  brother,”  and  he  will  stand  by  you, 
and  be  your  friend  in  death,  and  at  Heaven’s 
judgment  seat.  I  love  you  as  a  brother,  and  I 
hope  to  meet  you  in  Heaven,  where  I  atn  going. 
F ear,  love,  and  obey  your  parents,  the  authors  of 
your  existence  :  support  and  cherish  them  in  their 
old  age,  if  you  and  they  should  be  spared  together ; 
for  “  the  eye  that  despiseth  father  or  mother,  the 
ravens  of  the  valley  shall  pluck  it  out,  and  the 
young  ravens  shall  eat  it.”  liemember  the  pain 
and  trouble  they  have  had  in  bringing  you  up  from 
your  infancy.  Love  and  obey  the  commands 
contained  in  that  sacred  book,  (pointing  to  the 
Bible,)  make  it  your  study  by  day  and  by  night ;  it 
is  the  word  of  God,  to  you  e.xpressly.  See  that 
you  attend  to  the  ordinances  of  religion,  both  pub¬ 
lic  and  private.  Drink  abundantly  of  these  pure 
streams  of  gospel  grace,  which  .are  now  dispensed 
to  you.  Love  and  pray  much  for  your 'pastor. 
Remember  he  is  commissioned  by  your  Redeemer 
to  beseech  you  as  a  sinner,  to  be  reconciled  to 
God.  Honour  and  encourage  his  exertions,  to 
advance  the  kingdom  of  Christ  among  men,  and 
in  your  ovvn  heart  Whatever  opposition  he  may 
have  from  the  world,  let  him  have  as  little  dis¬ 
couragement  from  you  as  possible.  Account  it 
your  honour,  whatever  an  ungodly  world  may 
think  or  say,  to  remember  your  Creator  and  Re¬ 
deemer  in  the -days  of  your  youth.  Live  pure  and 
holy,  as  an  heir  of  the  grace  of  life,  if  you  wish  to 
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(lie  the  death  of  the  righteous.  You  see  I  die 
young,  and  in  peace — death  has  no  terrors  to 
me.  Time  is  only  valuable,  as  it  regards  prepara¬ 
tion  for  eternity.  It  is,  indeed,  very  short  and  un¬ 
certain.  There  is  not  a  moment  of  it  to  be  lost. 
Shun  tlie  company  of  ungodly  men,  whether 
young  or  old,  rich  or  poor.  Let  your  delight  be 
placed  in  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth.  But 
my  strength  fails  me.  If  you  live  by.  faith  in  Christ 
Jesus,  and  attend  to  the  commands  of  Heaven 
contained  in  that  blessed  book,  your  death  will  be 
liappy  :  take  away  all  your  pains,  and  make  death 
a  welcome  messenger,  to  conduct  you  to  your 
God  and  my  God,  to  your  Saviour  and  my  Sa¬ 
viour,  who  offered  up  himself  as  a  propitiation  for 
our  sins  on  Mount  Calvary,  and  thereby  smoothed 
the  path  of  death — descending  into  the  grave  and 
sweetened  it,  that  we  poor  guilty  mortals  might  be 
brought  to  himself,  to  the  new  Jerusalem  above, 
to  the  city  whose  maker  and  builder  is  God.  O  ! 
who  can  but  wonder  at  the  highth  and  breadth, 
the  depth  and  length  of  the  love  of  God,  which  is 
so  eminently  manifested  in  the  death  of  Christ, 
wiio  was  crowned  with  thorns,  that  we  might  be 
crowned  with  righteousness.  ’Tis  his  love  th.at 
takes  away  the  sting  of  death,  and  makes  it  a 
welcome  messenger  to  take  me  to  my  Christ,  and 
to  my  God,  and  to  the  holy  city  above,  where  I 
hope  to  see  you  all.  Prepare  for  death  while  in 
health.  “  Even  so  come  Lord  Jesus,  O  come 
quickly,  and  receive  my  soul  into  the  happy  man¬ 
sions,  purchased  and  prepared  for  me  by  thy 
death.  Amen,  yea,  and  amen. 

“  My  little  brother  and  sister,  come  here.  Did 
you  ever  see  any  person  die  ?  Look  at  me  ;  I  am 
now  dying,  and  I  am  going  to  Heaven.  O  let 
me  miss  none  of  you  out  of  Heaven.  Believe  in 
Christ,  and  obey  your  parents ;  read  the  Holy 
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Bible,  pray  to  God  at  least  evening  and  morning, 
you  may  die  young ;  I  am  but  young.  Immedi¬ 
ately  set  about  preparation  for  death ;  though 
you  may  live  to  be  old,  yet  it  will  be  your  advan¬ 
tage  to  give  the  first  and  best  of  your  days  to  the 
service  of  your  Redeemer.  O  !  divine  shepherd, 
carry  these  “  lambs  in  thy  arms.”  Nourish  them 
in  the  green  pasture  of  thy  grace,  and  protect 
them  from  every  ravenous  beast  of  prey,  till  they 
meet  me  on  the  happy  shores  of  Emmanuel’s  land, 
to  part  no  more  ;  so  be  it,  “  O  Lord  Jehovah,  God 
of  truth,  who  hast  redeemed  me.” 


POriSlI  SUPERSTITIONS. 


The  following  article  is  copied  from  Sleiden’s  History  of  the 
Reformation.  These  few  well  authenticated  facts  tend  to 
shew  the  necessity  of  the  Reformation. 


”  Calvin  wrote  and  published  a  little  book  in 
French,  about  the  relicks  of  saints,  that  the  pre¬ 
sent  age  and  posterity  might  see,  how  far  religion 
was  degenerated  :  But  he  mentioned  none  save 
rc  !;r.c’.vn  to  himself  an.d  wished  Ihsit 


'fc 

such  us 


the  same  might  also  be  done  in  other  Provinces. 
Of  that  number  were  the  manger,  cradle,  the 
swaddling  clothes,  fore-skin,  and  blood  of  Christ, 
partly  pure,  and  partly  mi.ved  with  w'ater,  the  wa¬ 
ter-pots  that  were  at  the  marriage  of  Cana  in  Gal¬ 
ilee,  the  wine  which  Christ  then  turned  the  water 
into,  the  utensils  and  furniture  that  were  used  at 
his  supper  with  his  Apostles ;  the  manna  of  the 
children  of  Israel ;  the  cross,  cave,  nails,  spunge, 
laurel,  crown  of  thorns,  coat,  handkerchief,  and 
tears  of  Christ ;  the  milk,  smock,  hair,  girdle, 
slipper,  comb  and  ring  of  the  virgin  Marp ;  the 
dagger  and  buckler  of  Michael,  the  Archangel ; 
the  skull,  jaw-bone,  brains,  and  finger  of  John  Bap¬ 
tist  ;  the  chair,  crosier,  mass-attire,  and  brain  of  St. 
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Peter :  besides  the  bodies  of  Saints,  which  were  to 
be  seen  in  several  places,  and  yet  one  and  the 
same. 

•‘Now  he  showed  with  how  great  veneration  the 
people  adored  these  things,  when  the  priests,  for 
money,  brought  them  forth  to  be  seen  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  ;  whilst  they  were  no  more  than  trifles  of 
no  value,  devised  for  gain,  and  being  viewed  near 
at  hand,  a  mere  cheat  and  imposture.  Moreover 
there  are  two  cities  in  the  Lower  Germany,  fa¬ 
mous  chiefly  upon  that  account,  Treves,  and  Aix 
la  Chapelle  ;  for  hither  people  used  to  come  flock¬ 
ing  even  from  Hungary  and  Sclavonia,  to  visit  the 
relicks  as  they  called  them,  when  every  seventh 
year  for  the  greater  admiration  and  pomp,  these 
Hucksters  e.xposed  their  wares. 

“  The  Archbishop  of  Merit z,  having  called  a  Pro¬ 
vincial  Synod,  in  the  beginning  of  May,  after¬ 
wards  published  a  book  of  the  decrees  thereof. — 

The  same  did  also  Treves  and  Cologne,  which  last 
has  a  very  large  province  too.  That  book, 
among  other  things,  determined  about  confes¬ 
sion,  that  no  man  be  admitted  to  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per,  unless  he  have  confessed  his  sins ;  about  the 
liallowing  of  salt  water,  and  other  things,  which 
by  exorcisms  and  prayers,  are  -  prepared  for  the 
use  of  believers  as  they  say  ;  about  relicks,  the 
invocation  and  adoration  of  saints ;  about  pilgrim¬ 
ages,  prayers  for  the  dead,  purgatory,  fasting,  and 
the  choice  of  meat ;  about  canonical  hours,  as  they 
call  them,  and  the  tremendous  ceremonies  of  the 
mass.  Maurice,  bishop  of  Aichstadt,  came  in  per¬ 
son  to  the  synod,  but  the  rest  sent  their  vicars. 

“  Now  the  constitution  of  the  synod  touching 
consecrations,  and  exorcisms,  is  of  very  large  ex¬ 
tent.  Every  Lord’s  day,  when  there  is  a  great 
congregation  of  people  in  the  church,  the  priest, 
with  many  prayers,  exorcises,  as  they  term  it,  first  , 

18* 

i 

I 


't'2-  Popish  Superslitionf. 

water,  and  then  salt ;  then  putting  the  salt  into 
llie  water,  he  therewith  sprinkleth  the  people ;  and 
tills  sprinkling  is  thought  to  give  health,  both  to 
body  and  mind,  to  deteat  the  snares  of  the  devil, 
and  to  cleanse  nc*  only  men,  but  inanimate  things 
also  ;  for  it  is  sprinkled  upon  the  ground,  stones, 
and  the  graves  of  dead  men,  the  priests  praying 
God  that  he  would  endow  it  with  that  virtue  and 
efficacy.  After  the  same  manner,  also,  is  salt 
used  in  baptism,  for  the  priest  [lutteth  consecrated 
salt  in  the  child’s  mouth,  commanding  the  devil  to 
come  out  of  it ;  then  ho  dips  the  infant  three  times 
into  water,  and  dipping  his  thumb  in  oil,  anoints 
its  breasts  and  shoulders.  Women,  also,  when  af¬ 
ter  child-bed  they  go  to  be  churched,  at  their  en¬ 
tering  the  church  door,  are  sprinkled  with  this 
holy  water  :  in  short,  it  serves  for  many  uses,  es¬ 
pecially  when  there  is  occasion  to  engage  spirits 
that  walk  in  the  night  time,  or  are  to  be  e.xorciscd. 
Whatever  also  belongs  to  the  accoutrement  and 
dress  of  the  priests,  is  consecrated  by  certain 
prayers  :  besides  in  hallowing  the  baptismal  wa¬ 
ter  of  the  font,  tapers,  palms,  the  paschal  lamb,  or 
Agnus  Dei,  as  they  call  it,  which  is  made  of  wa.\, 
eggs,  flesh,  cheese,  bacon,  flowers,  herbs,  the  fruit 
of  trees  ;  in  all  these,  the  holy  w'ater  we  have 
been  speaking  of,  is  employed.  When  a  church 
is  to  be  built,  the  bishop  or  his  vicar,  lays  the  first 
foundation  stone,  and  sprinkleth  it  with  holy  wa¬ 
ter  ;  and  when  it  is  finished,  he  goes  thrice  round 
it,  and  first  sprinkles  the  upper  walls,  then  the  mid¬ 
dle,  and  last  the  lowermost  of  all ;  with  his  cro- 
zier  making  the  sign  of  the  cross  upon  the  leaves 
of  the  uppermost  door,  to  keep  the  devil  off,  that 
he  do  not  approach  it ;  entering  afterwards  into 
the  church,  and  some  prayers  being  sung,  an  offi¬ 
cer  makes  the  sign  of  the  cross  with  sprinkling  of 
some  ashes ;  that  being  done,  the  bishop  with  his 
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orozier,  draws  some  Greek  cliaracters  upon  the 
asilics  at  the  left  side  of  the  cross,  and  Latin  char¬ 
acters  at  the  right ;  using  afterwards  another  sort 
of  holy  water,  made  of  water,  salt,  wine  and  ashes, 
wherewith  he  again  sprinkles  the  church,  and  ex- 
liorts  the  people  to  bountifulness  and  liberality. — 
The  like  is  done  with  bells,  and  in  the  first  place 
they  meet  hands,  so  as  the  bishop  may  go  round 
them,  who  having  muttered  over  some  psalms, 
blesses  water  and  salt,  which  he  mingles  together, 
and  therewith  carefully  washes  the  bell  inside  and 
outside,  then  he  wipes  it  dry,  making  the  sign  of 
the  cross  upon  it  with  holy  oil ;  anrl  prays  to  God 
that  when  they  ring  or  toll  the  bell,  faith  and  charity 
may  be  increased  in  the  minds  of  men  ;  anoint  the 
corners  and  fore  front  of  the  altar,  and  then  savs,  all 
the  snares  of  the  devil  are  driven  away  ;  hail,  thun¬ 
der,  lightning,  winds,  storms,  and  all  bad  and  unsea¬ 
sonable  weather  may  bo  assuaged.  When  with  a 
linen  cloth  he  hath  wiped  off  that  oily  cross,  he 
makes  seven  other  crosses  upon  it,  and  but  ono 
only  in  the  inside  ;  and  havirjg  afterwards  said 
over  some  psalms,  he  puts  a  censer  under  the  bell, 
and  so  censes  and  blesses  it.  In  most  places,  af¬ 
ter  the  ceremony  is  over,  they  feast  and  make  mer¬ 
ry  as  if  it  were  at  a  wedding.  Now,  altars  are 
consecrated  in  this  manner  :  they  take  oil,  chrism, 
a  pound  of  frankincence,  a  pan  of  coals,  salt,  wa¬ 
ter,  wine,  ashes,  hyssop,  one  coarse  linen  cloth  to 
wipe  with,  and  another  finer  and  softer  to  cover, 
live  crosses  made  of  wax,  a  chalice,  cement,  a 
couple  of  torches ;  and  lastly,  all  that  belongs  to- 
the  ornament  of  the  altar.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
bishop,  with  some  priests,  say  over  some  psalms 
and  prayers,  and  sprinkles  the  altar  in  five  differ¬ 
ent  places,  making  in  every  place  the  sign  of  the 
cross  with  the  water ;  then  he  goes  round  the  al¬ 
tar  seven  times,  and  throws  upon  it  water  mingled 
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with  wine,  hyssop,  and  ashes  ;  after  that,  he  mix- 
eth  cement  with  tiie  water,  and  poureth  out  wlunt 
remains  about  the  altar  ;  this  being  done,  present- 
ly  the  relics  of  saints  are  brought  in  great  pomp, 
and  being  censed,  are  put  in  their  proper  place. 
Next  to  that,  he  censes  the  altar  three  times  all 
round,  and  then  gives  the  censer  to  a  priest,  who 
continually  keeps  censing,  during  the  remaining 
time  of  the  consecration.  Having  afterwards 
made  the  sign  of  the  cross  with  oil  on  several  parts 
of  the  altar,  he  poureth  the  oil  upon  it  and  rubs  it 
in :  then  he  places  here  and  there  five  pieces  of 
frankincense,  and  as  many  crosses  made  of  w^ax, 
and  kindles  them,  so  letting  them  burn  there,  that 
the  ashes,  being  afterwards  gathered  up,  may  be 
kept  as  holy  relicks.  Lastly  he  anointeth  them  for 
mass.  Now  the  oil  and  chrism,  as  they  call  it,  is 
made  every  where  on  Thursday  before  Easter  day 
These  things  heretofore  were  mightily  reverenced 
and  esteemed  by  all  peojrle ;  but  after  that  Luther 
and  others  taught,  that  all  creatures  w'ere  conse¬ 
crated  by  th"*  mouth  of  God  himself,  when  he  cre¬ 
ated  the  world,  this  whole  show  and  mummery 
became  contemptible  and  ridiculous,  as  looking 
like  juggling  and  legerdemain.  But  now  the 
German  bisk  ops  find  a  fair  opportunity  to  restore 
and  bring  them  into  play  again.  And  for  the  use 
of  holy  water,  as  they  call  it,  there  is  a  decree  ex¬ 
tant  in  the  canon  law,  which  they  attribute  to 
Pope  Alexander,  the  fifth  after  St.  Peter,  that  the 
opinion  of  antiquity  may  give  it  more  credit  and 
authority.”  Thus  far  Sleiden. 

This  is  Popeiy,  or  rather  a  fair  specimen  of  the 
whole  Popish  worship,  as  it  was  practiced  before 
the  reformation,  over  nearly  all  Europe,  and  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  civil  government  of  the  old  world, 
and  Popery  as  it  is  yet  practiced  in  Popish  coun¬ 
tries — this  is  the  debasing  superstition,  for  depart- 
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inff  from  which  so  many  thousands  of  the  saints 
4,t^God  have  sulfered  death  in  its  inost  dreadful 
— this  is  that  Popery  in  favour  of  which  Dr. 
hiigland  has  lately  been  preaching  before  the 
American  Congress,  and  for  which  he  has  been  ap¬ 
plauded  by  American  newspapers.  It  is  true  that 
among  Protestants  these  impious  fooleries  are  con¬ 
cealed  and  only  made  known  among  the  igno- 
ant,  where  they  can  be  enforced  for  gain.  They 
ougiit  to  be  known,  tliat  Popery  may  be  held  in 
suitable  abhorrence,  and  that  we  may  the  better 
appreciate  the  blessings  of  the  reformation.  We 
should  also  remember  that  it  is  for  the  perpctua- 
lion  of  this  dark,  stupifying  and  deadly  supersti¬ 
tion  that  the  kings  of  Europe  have  covenanted 
with  one  another,  and  have  profanely  called  this 
covenant  of  tyrants  the  Holy  Alliance. 


SKETCHES  OF  THE  REFORMATION - SCOTLAND. 

As  the  sun  in  running  his  daily  course  rises  in 
the  cast,  and  travels  to  the  west,  so  the  light  of 
the  glorious  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God  arose  in 
oriental  regions,  and  gradually  diffused  its  light 
over  western  climes.  From  Zion  hill,  “the  light  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  shined  gloriously,”  after 
the  birth  of  the  Saviour,  who  is  Christ  the  Lord,  and 
illuminated  the  darkness  of  the  western  isles  of  the 
sea.  The  memorable  reformation  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  changed,  much  for  the  better,  the  aspect 
of  the  church  of  God.  The  lights  kindled  on  the 
sides  of  the  Alps,  shed  their  brightest  beams  on 
the  mountains  of  Scotland.  To  that  kingdom, 
“once  the  glory  of  all  lands,”  reader,  we  beg  your 
attention  for  a  few  pages. 

We  pass  over  the  early  history  of  the  church  in 
Scotland,  and  bring  our  readers  at  once  to  the 
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epocha  of  the  reformation.  In  the  year  1 530  * 
when  25  years  of  age,  or  perhaps  a  little  earlier 
80011  after  entering  on  his  25th  year,  John  Knoj 
was  ordained  to  the  office  of  the  holy  ministry; 
©r,  as  it  was  then  called,  entered  into  priest’s  or* 
ders..  We  fix  on  this  date  as  the  commencement 
of  the  epoch  of  the  Scottish  reformation.  It  was 
12  years  after  the  commencement  of  the  reforma¬ 
tion,  by  Luther  in  Germany.  Some,  indeed,  have 
hesitated  to  admit  that  Knox  was  ordained,  but 
without  any  good  ground.  The  reformers  them¬ 
selves  by  straining  too  far  in  their  opposition  to  all 
that  could  be  thought  Roman  Catholic  gave  occa¬ 
sion  for  this.  M'Crie  says  that  Knox  never  laid  much 
stress  on  his  ordination  by  a  Caitiolic  court.  We 
know  too  that  Turrettin,  in  his  volume  on  the 
church,  ventures  on  the  perilous  ground,  that  in  times 
of  great  defection,  any  man  wlio  is  (jualified  and 
holds  the  truth,  may  preach  and  administer  the 
sacraments.  As  the  Protestants  in  Geneva,  and 
probably  in  Scotland,  baptized  those  who  came 
over  to  tliem  from  the  Popish  church,  they  seem 
to  have  thought  themselves  bound  to  reject  the 
-Catholic  ordinations.  But,  scarcely  any  one  of 
the  Reformers  w'ould  on  this  scheme  have  been 
baptized.  Vv^e  think  the  view  of  this  subject,  ex¬ 
hibited  in  Reformation  Principles,  is  the  safe  one. 

The-  city,”  (says  Reformation  Principles,  p.  50, 
1st  edition,)  "  had  been  a  long  time  unsafe,  but  it 
had  not  been  deprived  of  its  ancient  liberties,  un¬ 
til  the  council  of  Trent  had  completely  established 
every  part  of  antichristianism  by  ecclesiastical 
law.  From  that  period  Romanists  are  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  excommunicated  from  the  privileges  ol 
God’s  visible  covenant  society.  They  are  pre¬ 
served  in  this  excommunicated  state  as  barren 
branches,  which  are  to  be  visibly  l>urned.”  On 
*  See  M‘Ciie’s  Life  of  Kuox,  p.  12. 
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,l,is  principle  tlie  ordinations  and  baptisms  of  the 
Koinunists  since  the  council  of  Trent  are  to  be 
held  invalid.  'I'he  first  bull  of  the  Pope  for  call- 
jn'f  the  council,  was  issued  in  1 34G,*  or  thirteen 
velirs  after  the  ordination  of  Kno.v.  The  Roman 
Catholic  ordination  of  Knox  must  be  sustained. 
Resides,  it  was  many  years  after  the  issuing  of  that 
hull,  that  the  council  rose,  and  the  rising  of  the 
council  must  be  considered  as  the  conclusion  of 
their  work  of  unchurching  themselves.  It  is  from 
the  date  of  the  dissolution  of  the  council  that  we 
call  tlie  church  of  Rome  to  all  intents  and  purpo¬ 
ses,  “  the  great  whore”  of  the  apocalypse.  This 
consideration  justifies  the  practice  of  the  Genevan 
lloforniers,  in  the  time  of  Turritten,  in  baptising 
those  whom  the  Popish  priests  had  pretended  to 
baptize.  ( For  this  practice,  see  T urrettin’s  volume 
on  the  government  of  the  church.) 

We  have  fixed  on  the  ordination  of  John  Knox, 
about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1630,  as  the 
epoch  at  which  the  reformation  commenced  in 
Scotland,  chiefly  because  he  made  so  very  con¬ 
spicuous  a  figure  in  the  great  and  good  work  of 
reforming  the  ecclesiastical  abuses  in  that  king¬ 
dom,  and  partly  because  some  writers,  ignorant 
of  both  the  history  of  the  church  and  of  the  good 
order  of  God’s  house,  have  denied  that  that  very 
celebrated  instrument  of  the  Lord,  in  diffusing  the 
light  of  truth  on  the  western  isles,  was  ever  or¬ 
dained. 

Having  fixed  the  epoch,  we  now  proceed  to  re¬ 
cord  some  of  the  leading  events  of  the  period 
usually  called  the  first  reformation,  embracing  an 
epocha  from  1630,  to  the  taking  of  the  covenant 
in  Scotland. 

*Sleiden’3  His.  of  the  Ref.  p.  291.  Robertson’s,  Ch.  v.  vol.  111. 
p.  258,  says,  1343,  and  quotes  Sleideo.  Robertson  is  in  an  errtu 
w  three  years. 
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As  in  France,  so  in  Scotland,  the  Head  of  the 
church  had  prepared  the  way  tor  his  coming  in 
the  power  of  his  truth,  to  make  known  by  Knox 
and  his  coadjutors,  the  way  of  salvation  by  free 
grace,  through  the  imputed  righteousness  of  the 
Me<liator  of  the  new  covenant.  The  situation  of 
North  Britain  is  favourable  to  the  cause  ol  rational 
liberty,  w^hich  is  always  promoted  by  the  success 
of  those  doctrines,  which  reveal  the  true  “liberty  of 
the  son’s  of  God.”  It  is  situated  betw'een  55°  and 
59°  35'  north  longitude;  and  1  °  10',  and  5°  20'  east 
longitude  from  Greenwich.  It  is  divided  from  Eng. 
land  on  the  south  by  the  river  Tweed  .and  the  Che¬ 
viot  hills.  The  southern  counties  are  fertile,  the 
northern  mountainous  and  sterile.  This  territory, 
about  278  miles  long  from  north  to  south,  about  180 


wdde  from  east  to  west,  and  comprehending,  to-  || 
gether  wdth  the  Farro,  Shetland,  and  Orkney  isl-  0 
ands,  on  the  north,  and  the  Hebrides  on  the  west,  II 
50,040  square  miles,  is  the  covenant  inheritance  of  Ij 
the  church,  by  many  solemn  acts  of  the  crown  and  I 
church  of  Scotland.  It  w'as  once,  w  ithout  par-  I 
adventure,  as  the  British  Covenanters  were  wont  I 
to  call  it,  “  the  glory  of  all  lands.”  Its  popula-  I! 
tion  has  been  from  one  million  to  one  million  and  a  | 
half.*  On  this  little  territory,  and  amidst  these  Ij 
few  people,  John  Kno.x  w'as  destined  to  expatiate  !* 
those  stupendous  powers  of  intellect,  those  treas-  I 
ures  of  learning,  and  above  all,  those  riches  of  the  I 
grace  of  God,  which  have  excited  the  admiration  1 
of  the  learned  and  godly  in  the  British  empire  for 
nearly  three  hundred  years.  Before  he  appeared 
as  a  star  of  the  first  magnitude  of  the  church,  there 
were  men  famous  in  the  congregation  of  the  Lord, 
who  contended  nobly  for  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Je- 

*  Less  than  the  present  popula  tion  of  the  state  of  New -York. 
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ojc).  Among  these,  “  Patrick  Hamilton  a  youth  of 
noble  birth,”*  held  a  very  distinguished  place;  tor 
lie  both  taught  the  true  way  of  salvation  through 
the  redemption  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  sealed 
his  belief  in  it,  by  his  blood. 

It  was  not  pecuniary  considerations  as  in  Ger¬ 
many  ;  it  was  not  political  motives  as  in  France  ; 
it  was  not  detestation  of  superstition  as  in  Hol¬ 
land  ;  that  prepared  the  way  for  the  reformation 
in  Scotland.  All  these,  it  is  true,  did  e.vist,  in 
some  degree,  in  that  kingdom,  but  the  hardy  and 
brave  Scots  never  permitted  the  founders  of  Pop- 
isli  power  to  le^'y  contributions  on  them  to  s<-> 
meat  an  c.xtcnt  as  had  been  done  in  Germany', 
they  did  not  sufl’er  the  Roman  Potiff  to  force  bisli- 
o|)s  on  their  parishes,  as  did  the  French:  nor  did 
they  allow  the  impudent  Monks  of  the  Roman  hi¬ 
erarchy  to  introduce  the  whole  of  their  supersti¬ 
tious  mumeries  into  their  church,  as  did  the  Neth- 
erlanders,  and  the  people  of  Holland.  Thou¬ 
sands  from  the  first  planting  of  Cliristianity  in  the 
island,  had  heard  the  Bible  read,  loved  its  truth, 
and  in  some  measure,  preserved  the  good  order  of 
the  house  of  God.  Though  there  is  good  reason  to 
believe  that  Scotland,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  was 
behind  Ireland  in  learning  and  taste,  the  Scotch 
were  a  learned  people  compared  with  South 
Hritain.  and  with  the  continental  nations.  The 
sober,  grave,  industrious  and  persevering  habits,, 
formed  and  fostered  by  their  soil,  climate,  and  in¬ 
sular  situation,  were  carried  into  their  pursuits  of 
literature,  and  their  fine  imaginations  were  cher- 
i.shed  by  the  sublime  and  beautiful  scenery  of 
their  lofty  mountains,  roaring  cataracts,  murmur¬ 
ing  brooks,  fertile  vales,  and  luxuriant  pastures. — 
Their  delight  in  the  songs  of  Ossian,  though  he 

"^Mr.  Cree’slife  of  Knox,  p.  25,  N.  Y.  edition. 
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may  have  been  of  Irish  nativity,  unequivocally  (jg. 
monstrate  the  taste  of  even  heathen  Scotland. 

By  laying  hold  of  these  noble  features  of  the 
Scottish  character,  Hamilton,  Knox,  and  others, 
awakened  the  attention  of  their  countrymen  to 
the  liner  literature  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Con¬ 
tempt  for  the  ignorance  of  both  the  secular  and 
regular  monks,  was  the  passion  which  the  reform¬ 
ers  roused,  to  bring  oft'  their  fellow  citizens  from 
the  reigning  superstitions  of  the  mother  of  harlots, 
From  the  love  of  human  liberty,  they  led  them  for¬ 
ward,  and  'taught  them  to  seek  and  obtain  the 
glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God, 


The  following  texts  were  selected  and  written 
down,  as  they  occurred  to  a  good  man  in  reading 
books  of  practical  theology. 


SCRIPTUR.VL  DEFEKCE  OF  CALVINISM. 


FAeclion. 


Mat.  20.  16,  23. 

Mat.  18.  14. 

Mat.  22.  14 
Mat.  26.  33,  31. 
Mat.  12.  18. 

Mat.  24.  31. 

Mat.  13.  10,  11. 
Mat.  10.  29,  30,  40. 
Mark  13.  20,  22,  27. 
Luke  8.  10. 

Luke  12.  7. 

Luke  18.  7. 

Luke  17.  34. 

John  16.  2,  3,  4,  6.  9. 
John  4.  10. 

John  6.  37,  39. 

John  17.6,  9,  10,  12. 


John  10.  28,  36. 

John  15.  16,  19. 

John  10,  2,  3,  4,  5, 14,  la* 
John  3.  27. 

John  13.  1,  18. 

John  1 1.  52, 

John  4.  14. 

John  6.  44. 

.John  5.  21. 

Acts  2.  23. 

Acts  4.  28. 

Acts  13.  48. 

Acts  20.  28. 

Acts  5.  31. 

Acts  22.  10,  14. 

Acts  1.  2,  24. 

Acts  16.  14. 
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Acts  17.  26. 

Rev.  22.  4. 

ilom.  8.  8,  29. 

Rev.  14.  4. 

Rom.  1 1.  29 

Rev.  5.  9. 

Rom.  9. 

Rev.  1 3.  8. 

2  Cor.  6.  16. 

Psal.  105.  6,  11,  14, 

1  Cor.  15.  10. 

43. 

Gal.  1,15. 

Psal.  89.  15. 

Epli-  1-  4,  11. 

Psal.  65.  4. 

Epli.  5.  25;  26,  27. 

Psal.  135.  6. 

Eph.  3.  1 1 . 

Psal.  149.4. 

Eph.  2.  8, 10. 

Psal.  1 10,  3. 

Phil.  2.  1 3. 

Prov.  8.  2,3. 

Phil.  4.  3. 

Prov.  21.  1. 

Phil.  1.  29. 

Isa.  46.  9,  10,  11. 

Colos.  3.  12. 

Isa.  45.  7,  4. 

Colos.  1.  12. 

Isa.  42.  1. 

I  Thess.  5.  9. 

Isa.  65.  9,  22. 

1  Thess.  3.  3. 

Isa.  43.  21. 

2  Thess.  2.  13,  14. 

Isa.  48.  10. 

2  Tim,  1.  9. 

Isa  49.  16. 

2  Tim.  2.  10,  19. 

Isa.  53.  5. 

Titus  1.  1,2. 

Jer.  1.  5. 

Titus  3.  5.  ■ 

Jer.  50.  20. 

Titus  2. 14. 

Jer.  24.  7. 

Ileb.  8.  10. 

Jer.  31.  33. 

Heb.  2.  10, 

Ezek.  36.  26,27,28. 

Heb.  2.  13. 

Ezek.  37.  14,^26,  27. 

Heb.  12.  l4.  ’ 

Ezek.  16.  8. 

Heb.  6.  4,5,  6. 

Ezek.  24.  14. 

Jam.  (,  18. 

Num.  23.  19. 

2  Pet.  ?.  4,  6. 

Dcuter.  30.  G. 

1  Pet.  5.  13. 

Job.  23.  13. 

1  Pet.  1.  2,' 20. 

Dan.  4.  35. 

2  Pet.  1.  4. 

Zeph.  3.  17. 

Ilev.  21.  27. 

Mai.  3.  6,  17, 18. 

llev.  20.  15. 

Dan.  12.  1,  2. 

Many  more  proofs  might  be  adckd- 
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ReproLaiiofV. 


Math.  7.  21,  23. 

M;ah.  12.  31,  32. 

Maili.  25.  4  1,  4G. 
ivlatli.  25.  32,  33,  31. 
Malii.  7.  23. 

Malii.  11.  26. 

iM.itl).  10.  29,  30. 

Mutli.  13.  10,'  II,  13,  16, 
16,  38,  42,  49,  60. 
Math.  24.  24.  . 

Mark  9.  43. 

Mark  3.  29. 

Luke  16.  23,  24,  26,  26, 
27,  28. 

Luke  8.  18. 

Luke  12.  10,  6, 

Luke  8.  10,  11,  12. 

Luke  16.  1,  16. 

John  3.  36. 

Jolin  12.  39,  40. 

John  8.  47. 

Jolin  6.  28,  29. 

John  6.  16. 

John  10.  26. 

Acts  19.  9. 

Acts  16.  6,  7. 

Rotn.  1 1 .  7,  8,  9. 

Rom.  9.  18,  21,  22. 

Rom.  1.  28. 

2  Cor.  2.  14,  15,  16. 
2Cor.  11.  13,  14,  15. 

2  Cor.  4.  3,  4. 

2  Thess.  2.  9,  10.  . 

2  Thess.  1.  6,  7,  8,  9. 

2  Thess.  2.  11,  12. 
2Tim.  3,  8. 


Ileb.  10.  26,  27.  ■ 

Hob.  3.  11. 

.lani.  o.  6. 

1  Pot.  2.  8. 

2  Pet.  2.  9. 

2  Pet.  2.  4. 

Jud.  V.  4,  13. 

Rev.  13.  g. 

Rev.  14.  10,  11. 

Rev.  20.  0,  10,  11,  12,  13, 

14,  16. 

Rev.  19.  3,  20. 

Rev.  14.  10,  11. 

Rev.  17,8. 

Rev.  17.  8. 

Rev.  22.  12. 

Deut.  28.  28. 

Deut.  32.  41. 

Josh.  1 1.  20. 

1  Sam.  16.  14. 

2  Sam.  16.  1 1,. 

2  Sana.  17.  14. 

1  Kings  22.  23. 

Job  21.  17,  30. 

Psal.  9.  17. 

Psal.  69.  22. 

Eccles.  7.  13. 

Isa.  63.  17. 

Isa.  6.  9,  10. 

Isa.  45.  7. 

Isa.  33.  8,  14,  15. 

Ezek.  24.  13,  14. 

Jer.  44.  29. 

Jcr.  6.  30. 

Jer.  17.  4. 


Many  more  Proofs  might  be  offered. 
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[Communicated.  J 

TROCRESS  OF  KflOWEEDGE  IN  IREL.\ND. 

The  promulgation  of  true  and  evangelical  and 
literary  knowledge  among  any  people,  is  beyond 
all  question,  a  great  and  inestimable  blessing.  It 
is  calculated,  not  only  to  soften  their  manners,  but 
likewise  to  render  their  minds  docile  and  tractable. 
It  has  a  tendency  to  banish  private  broils  and  ani¬ 
mosities,  while  at  the  same  time  it  lays  a  stable 
foundation  for  a  future  permanent  peace. 

A  society  has  been  recently  organized  in  Eng¬ 
land,  for  the  purpose  of  disseminating  Reforma¬ 
tion  Principles  throughout  Ireland.  Tliis  country 
was  once  almost  entirely  devoted  to  Popish  super¬ 
stition.  But  a  few  centuries  ago,  Protestant  prin¬ 
ciples  began  to  make  their  appearance  in  dift’erent 
parts  of  that  interesting  island.  And  although  the 
I’opish  parly  have  combined  all  their  forces  against 
them,  in  order  to  e.vtirpate  them  ;  still  they  have 
braved  all  their  formidable  opposition,  and  gained 
considerable  ground.  How^ever,  the  Popish  party 
still  constitute  a  great  majority.  The  Protestants 
are  not  more  than  2,000,000 :  the  Popish  5,000,000. 
Were  this  society  to  be  successful,  (as  we  fondly 
hope,)  it  will  doubtless  be  productive  of  happy 
efiecls. 

The  diftusion  of  true  evangelical  knowledge 
among  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  is  a  very 
desirable  object.  These  people,  by  the  imposi¬ 
tions  of  the  Roman  Catholic  priesthood,  and  of 
Episcopal  tyranny,  have  been  for  a  long  time 
locked  up  in  gross  ignorance.  And  nothing  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  better  calculated  to  reform  their  con¬ 
dition  than  some  powerful  effort  to  enlighten  their 
superstitious  minds.  They  have  always  been 
taught  to  copy  after  the  superstitious  practices  of 
their  predecessors,  without  the  smallest  investiga- 
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tion  of  their  rectitude.  And  this  is  not  all — they 
iiave  likewise  been  instructed  to  consider  it  not 
only  impious,  but  a  damnable  sin,  to  call  these 
practices  in  question.  It  admits  of  a  strong  proba¬ 
bility,  that  it  the  odiousness  of  these  superstitions, 
was  plainly  exposed  to  their  view,  they  would 
soon  renounce  them.  The  idolatry  which  they 
have  been  taught  to  revere  and  cherish  with  great 
reverence,  will  become  disgusting ;  and  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  their  minds  are  enlightened,  will  they 
reform. 

This  measure  seems  to  augur  Ireland’s  prosperi¬ 
ty  :  for  as  knowledffe  increases  among  them,  the 
oppression,  under  which  they  have  laboured,  will 
become  more  obvious.  This  will  have  a  tendency 
to  awaken  among  them  the  spirit  of  freedom, 
and  a  thirst  for  liberty.  Thus,  being  made  sensi¬ 
ble  of  their  condition,  they  will  rise  manfully  and 
free  themselves  from  the  shackles  of  oppression, 
and  boldly  assert  their  rights.  Those  feuds  and 
animosities,  which  arise  chieflv  from  dift’erence  in 
religious  sentiment,  will  gradually  subside.  ’  Those 
who  are  now  bitter  enemies,  and  do  all  that  is  in 
their  power  to  injure  each  other,  will  then  become 
united  and  subserve  each  other’s  interest. 

Another  and  an  incomparably  more  important 
object,  which  this  society  may  promote,  is  the 
salvation  of  the  souls  of  this  abused  people. 
Thousands  of  them  are  at  this  moment  labouring 
under  mental  decejition,  and  enslaved  to  sin. 
The  Bible,  that  great  source  of  Christian  consola¬ 
tion,  has  been  almost  entirely  shut  out  from  them ; 
or  at  least  suffered  to  be  read  but  by  a  very  small 
number.  Hence,  it  is  no  wonder  that  their  notions 
with  regard  to  religion  should  be  erroneous.  But 
the  object  of  this  society  is  lo  expose  these  errors,  • 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  enforce  evangelical 
truth  ;  combining  the  refutation  of  error  with  the 
illustration  of  truth. 
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Again,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  tliat  tlie  good 
resulting  from  this  society  is  to  be  confined  merely 
to  Ireland.  If  it  should  succeed  in  striking 
with  a  deadly  blow  Popery  in  Ireland,  it  will 
weaken  the  foundation  of  the  whole  system 
throughout  the  world.  This  will  open  up’ a  way 
Cor  the  glorious  introduction  of  the  millennium 
when  “  the  saints  of  the  Most  High,  shall  take  the 
kingdom  and  possess  it  forever,  even  forever  and 

n 

ever. 


LITERARY. 

VERB.VL  CRITICIS.M. 

Xeiv-York  Religions  Chronicle,  'So  145,  Art.  2. 
Suggestions. — “  Perfectionating.”  Though  Discipu- 
iiis,  who  signs  the  article  found  this  word,  at  least 
the  verb  I’rom  which  it  is  formed,  in  Walker’s  Dic¬ 
tionary,  yet,  we  think,  he  may  complain  of  “lone 
conspicuily,”  in  his  using  and  applying  the  term  as 
he  does. 

“  Divulsio7i.’'  Here,  also,  he  has  Walker  to 
countenance  him  in  his  “  lone  conspicuity,”, 

“  Verbologns.”  In  the  formation  of  a  new'  word, 
it  must  be  marked  “  enrrente  Mota."  Hor.  Ar.  Po. 
This  word  is  compounded  ol  the  Latin,  verbum, 
a  word,  and  the  Greek  ^o^o^.a  word.  It  is  then 
word-word.  It  is  contrary  to  the  law's  of  philology 
to  compound  a  w'ord  of  .l"'o  terms  taken  from  two 
ditferent  languages.  Besides,  letting  that  error 
pass,  it  ought  to  have  been  verbilogy,  as  every  bot¬ 
anist  knows. 

“  Implications.”  Discipulus  forgot  to  look 
Walker  for  this  word.  He  made  it  w'ith  “  lone 
conspicirity.”  Who  can  divine  the  meaning  of  the 
sage  sentence,  into  which  Discipulus  inserts  it  ? 
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“  It  were  far  better  and  better,”  (what  botii.h 
“  for  every  desirable  purpose,  to  be  as  scriptural  al 
possible  in  all  our  implications  of  that  fundamen¬ 
tal  article  in  public  worship?”  We  advise  Disci- 
pulus  to  go  to  grammar-school  a  little  longer,  and 
then  to  college,  before  he  presumes  to  correct  the 
phraseology  of  the  ministry. 

National  Gazette,  .N'o.  776. — In  the  editorial  re¬ 
marks  we  have  the  phrase,  “  tenerabilc  douum." 
The  grant  of  a  lottery  by  the  legislature  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  authorising  Thomas  Jefl’erson  to  dispose  of 
a  part  of  his  estate,  by  lottery,  is  called  by  this 
name,  which  is  intended  to  mean  a  “  venerable 
gift.”  It  is  evidently  designed  to  be  a  sarcasm 
on  the  first  republican  President  of  the  United 
States.  But  what  \vretched  Latin  is  this  ?  donum 
venerabile  would  not  be  so  bad.'  But  where  have 
wc  classical  authority  for  connecting  venerabile 
with  donuml  We  advise  the  editor  to  keep  in 
the  English  language.  John  Randolph,  in  the 
duel  speech,  in  senate,  uttered  these  words  when 
speaking  of  the  guardians  of  the  public  treasury — 
Qni  castodiet  custos  ?  a  gentleman  in  the  lobby 
whispered,  “  it  ought  to  be  custodem”  So  still 
was  the  Chamber,  that  the  senator  heard  the  criti¬ 
cism,  and  faultered.  “Aye,  aye,  Qui  castodiet  eus 
— custodem.  Editors  should  understand  Latin 
when  they  make  Latin,  or  give  quotations. 
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Reformed  Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary. — 
The  board  ol  .superintendents  met  and  constituted, 
Apiii  Itli,  ut  7  r.  M.  in  eleventh  st.  church,  Phila- 
dcipSii^i-  The  ilev.  James  11.  Wilison,  President  of 
the  board  lor  tiie  last  year,  was  re-elected,  and  the 
R,ev.  John  Gibson,  Secretary  for  the  preceding  year 
was  also  continued.  Tiie  Rev.  Samuel  W.  Craw¬ 
ford,  being  present,  was  invited  to  a  seat  as  an 
honorary  member.  The  board  tlien  proceeded  to 
hear  on  that  and  on  other  evenings,  John  Black, 
jni.,  Jolm  Fisher,' Mr.  Gaily,  and  John  Symmes  of 
the  fourth  class,  deliver  discourses,  which  were 
sustained  unanimously  as  specimens  of  improve¬ 
ment.  The  board  continued  its  meetings  by  ad¬ 
journment,  until  the  afternoon  of  the  Monday 
fo  '  )>ving.  The  pupils  of  the  several  classes  were 
cxumined  on  Ecclesiastical  History,  from  the 
giviii'i  of  the  first  promise  until  the  period  of  the 
co.umencement  of  the  seventh  vial ;  on  ancient 
and  modern  .geography,  on  chronology,  on  lle- 
bie.v  and  Chaldee,  and  on  biblical  criticism.  All 


which  e.vaminations  were  sustained,  as  indicating 
iiu!  t  dry  and  talent  on  their  part,  and  great  ability 
and  .issi  luity  on  the  part  of  the  professor. 


Messrs.  Guthrie,  Ewing,  and  Paris,  of  the  first 
class,  delivered  discourses,  and  were  examined  on 
didactic  theology,  on  church  government  and  dis- 
cij)!ine,  and  on  tlieir  .soundness  in  the  faith,  all  of 
which  were  sustained  unanimously.  On  the  pro¬ 
fession  of  their  faith  in  the  formularies  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  certificates  of  dis¬ 
mission  were  grante.l  to  them.  Mr.  Ewing  was 
assigned  to  the  Northern  Presbvterv,  Mr.  Paris  to 
the  'Southern  Presbytery,  and  Mr.  Guthrie  to  the 
Pittsburgh  Presbytery.  We  trust  the  "fervent 
anrl  elfcctual  prayer”  of  the  church  will  be  offered 
up  daily  for  their  success  in  the  gospel. 
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The  editor  of  the  Witness,  directed  his  agent 
to  write  to  Messrs.  Webster  and  Wood,  printers 
to  the  New-York  Tract  Society,  requesting  one 
dollar  s  worth  of  tracts,  the  difference  of  exchange 
between  the  Evangelical  Witness  and  the  New- 
York  Tract  Magazine.  The  corresponding  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  New- York  Tract  Society,  writes  him 
in  reply,  that  the  Magazine  was  not  sent  with  a 
view  to  exchange  with  the  Witness.  Of  course  the 
one  dollar’s  worth  of  tracts  is  refused.  Is  this  the 
liberal  Catholic  spirit  of  the  age  ?  The  agent  of  the 
Witness  also  wrote  for  information  on  the  subject  of 
exchange  of  tracts  between  the  New-York  Tract 
Society  and  the  American  Evangelical  Tract 
Society.  The  corresponding  secretary  on  this 
subject  replies  : — “  The  arrangements  of  our  de¬ 
pository  do  not  admit  of  exchanging  tracts.”  Not 
exchange  tracts !  The  American  Evangelical 
Tract  Society  was  established  before  the  New-York 
Tract  Society,  and  in  truth  the  form  of  this  jour¬ 
nal  seems  to  have  suggested  that  of  theirs.  The 
corresponding  secretary  further  writes  : — “  We 
sent  our  magazine  to  you,  with  our  first  address, 
as  one  of  our  non-resident  directors.”  We  never 
before  noticed  the  circumstance  that  the  editor  of 
the  W’^itness  had  been  so  honoured  by  the  New- 
York  Tract  Society,  and  he  now  gives  notice,  that 
lie  will  not  accept  the  honour  of  being  even  a  non¬ 
resident  director  in  a  board,  where  Hopkinsians 
take  the  lead,  lie  moreover  gives  notice,  that 
he  will  no  longer  exchange  with  the  New-York 
Tract  Magazine,  or  any  other  journal  that  is  so 
illiberal  as  to  refuse  payment  in  tracts,  for  the 
difterence  of  exchange.  We  copy  for  the  edifica¬ 
tion  of  our  readers,  the  following  passages  of  the 
letter  alluded  to,  as  specimens  of  the  temper  and 
knowledge  of  the  New'- York  Tract  Society. 
’*  The  genuine  spirit  of  the  gospel,  that  believers 
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all  may  be  one,”  seems  to  be  extensively  ex¬ 
pelling  from  the  church  those  speculations  of  the 
head  which,  though  found  in  the  same  person 
with  the  Christian  heart,  have  sadly  obstructed 
the  general  influences  of  the  spirit  of  love.” 
A^ain  : — “  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  you  to  send 
copies  of  yours,”  (tracts)  “  to  the  National  Socie¬ 
ty,  for  the  examination  of  the  publishing  commit¬ 
tee.”  How  modest  a  suggestion  !  We  submit  to 
the  surveillance  of  Hopkinsians,  Methodists,  &c. ! 
“  Head  knowledge,”  is  the  old  slang  of  the  Metho¬ 
dists,  by  which,  being  ignorant  thereof,  they  would 
depreciate  “  words  of  faith  and  sound  doctrine.” 
These  New'-York  Tract  Society  gentlemen,  refine 
the  phraseology  into  “  speculations  of  the  head.” 
We  must  still  think  the  head  of  a  man  of  sense  of 
some  use.  “  The  whole  head  is  sick,”  in  some 
men. 

Duelling  in  high  life. — Henry  Clay,  secretary  of 
state,  the  third,  some  think  the  second  in  rank  in 
the  general  government,  lately  challenged  John 
Randolph,  a  senator;  in  the  United  States  senate, 
to  fight  a  duel.  The  challenge  was  accepted  ; 
the  parties  met  and  shot  at  each  other ;  both  es¬ 
caped  unhurt,  and  both  have  lost  credit  with  all  so- 
be  r  thinking  people.  The  editor  of  this  journal  heard 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Randolph  in  senate,  for  some 
remarks  in  which,  it  is  said,  the  secretary  challeng¬ 
ed  him.  The  ground  on  which  Randolph  attacked, 
in  that  speech,  the  administration,  was  the  im¬ 
morality  of  men  in  power — a  tremendous  weap¬ 
on,  in  hands  so  skillful.  The  political  journals 
say  that  Mr.  Randolph  was  challenged  and  shot 
at  for  calling  the  secretary  a  political  gambler. — 
This  must  be  a  mistake,  for  the  whole  of  the  op¬ 
position  benches  say  so.  We  have  no  doubt,  the 
cause  of  the  challenge,  was  some  remarks  respect- 
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ing  the  grand  vizier  prostituting  his  daughter  to 
gain  over  a  popular  leader.  The  insinuation  could 
not  be  misunderstood.  We  have  this  part  of  the 
speecli  on  record. 

American  Tract  Society. — In  a  communication, 
published  in  the  Newburgii  Gazette  of  April  22d, 
it  is  asserted,  “  that  their”  (that  Society's  Tracts,) 
contents  will  rloublless  ensure  the  co-operation  of 
all  who  wish  to  j)romote  the  })resent  or  eternal 
happiness  of  the  human  race.  That  may  be.— 
“  The  human  race,”  is  a  phrase  w  hich  means  all 
mankind.  God  does  not  wish  to  save  the  whole 
race  ;  for  some  are  re}uobates  ;  but  Universalists 
do.  All  Universalists  will  doubtless  co-operate 
with  Ilopkinsians,  Methodists,  <tc.  The  writer, 
however,  means  to  proscribe  all  who  will  not  co¬ 
operate— a  thing  which  we  trust  no  one,  sound  in 
the  faith  will  do. 

Spain. — A  constitutional  army  has  landed  at 
Alicant  in  Spain,  and  produced  the  deepest  ter¬ 
ror.  The  curate  Merino,  has  put  himself  at  the 
head  of  a  considerable  force,  which  is  said  to  be 
enthusiastic  in  the  constitutional  cause.”*  The 
Spanish  monarchy  must  be  abolished.  The  like* 
ral  sentiments  of  the  age  will  do  the  work. 

Greece. — The  Greeks  continue  to  beat  the 
Turks  both  by  land  and  sea.  [ftalional  Gaz, 

Rtissia. — From  12  to  13  thousand  conspirators, 
are  said  to  have  been  found  in  the  Russian  army, 
engaged  in  a  project  to  establish  a  constitutional 
government.  They  will  succeed  in  time.  The  rep¬ 
resentative  principle  is  gaining  ground,  in  all 
Christendom. 


*  National  Gazette,  No.  795. 


